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PREFACE 

It has given me great pleasure to have completed an 
effort which I have pursued in leisure hours during the 
last seventeen years. Mr. Pargiter’s The Ancient 
Indian Historical Tradition had not then been pub- 
lished though his earlier writings proved that valuable 
data lay concealed in Vedic, Puranic and Epic litera- 
ture of India. It was in 1922 that I was attracted to 
the Puranast and sought the basis of historic events in 
the traditions preserved by them. As a result, I pre- 
pared an article in Gujarati on the land-marks of ancient 
Indian history and another in English on Mahismati. 
The first was published in a Gujarati magazine Samalo- 
cak and the second in the November 1922 number of 
the Indian Antiquary. 

Other preoccupations prevented me from pursuing 
this fascinating subject till 1932, when studying the 
Vedic literature I came to the conclusion that 
Mr. PargIter’s approach towards the testimony of the 
Puranas was not correct, as pointed out by me in these 
lectures. His efforts, however, required to be followed 
up by similar attempts in the light of new materials and 
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with the aid of more scientific canons of testing the 
credibility of evidence. That conviction alone has led 
me to enter a field in which I am no more than an 
amateur. 

Many personal factors have made it impossible for 
me to pursue this subject exhaustively, but circum- 
stanced as I am, I must rest content with only putting 
forward tentative conclusions before those who are 
qualified to pursue the study. 

After these lectures were prepared I read Dr. Suk- 
thankar’s article headed “ Epic Studies ; VI. The 
Bhrgus and the Bharata ” in the Annals of the 
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute for October, 
1936. I am glad to find that though our conclusions 
on this point are exactly contrary I have been to some 
extent strengthened by the volume of material collected 
by the learned Doctor. After an exhaustive survey of 
all references he comes to the conclusion that Maha- 
bharata is a Bhrgu epic and that therefore a background 
of Bhrgu exploits and traditions has been introduced 
into the history of the Pandavas. He however holds 
the story of the Pandavas as historic and the Bhargava 
episodes the result of associations connected with the 
authors. The conclusions that I have come to are that 
the romance of the Pandavas in its present form in 
absence of further corroboration is more likely to be 
historically unreliable, while the Bhrgu episodes have 
been borrowed from traditions which then were recent. 
But it is highly satisfactory to be corroborated by so 
eminent and learned a scholar that the central story and 
the Bhargava background are two distinct things which 
if properly analysed might yield valuable results. 
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I am glard that these lectures form part of the series 
of Thakkar Vassanji Madhavji Lectures which I had 
helped to found in the University of Bombay. I must 
also record my obligation to Mr. A. D. Pusalker, 
M.A., LL.B., Professor in the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan 
for checking references and bringing up the notes to the 
requisite standard of accuracy and fulness. 

December 24, 1939. K. M. Munshi 




THE EARLY ARYANS IN 
GUJARATA 

LECTURE I. 

THE PROBLEM AND THE CONDITIONS 
OF INVESTIGATION 

Gujarata at the dawn of history — Available evidence — Value 
of tradition as historical source — Pargiter’s efforts — Vedic 
corrective and its weakness — Historical outposts — Ddsavajna 
the first historical event — Synchronisms examined. The inaccu- 
racy of Puranic tradition. 

“ Gujarata can have no existence apart from India. . 

Gujarata, again, can have no meaning and no 

future except as an expression of Indian culture .” 1 
Thus, some years ago, I described modern Gujarata ; 
to-day I propose to examine a few of the extant relics 
of the past to explain this phenomenon of the present. 

When I try to look for Gujarata in the dimness of 
early antiquity, I see only a marshy sea-board tract 
stretching between Mount Abu in the north and the 
Bassein creek in the south. It is made of rich alluvial 
soil deposited by the rivers Tapi, Narmada, Mahi, and 


1. Gujarata and Its Literature , p. 378. 
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Sabaramati. Yet another shallow but expansive river 
came from the north and possibly met the sea passing 
through what is now known as Nalakantha and cut- 
ting off Kathiawar from the mainland ; in monsoon, 
the southern parts of the tract were submerged in the 
overflowing waters of this river ; in summer, perhaps, 
the dry bed of Nalakantha made of the island of 
Kathiawar, a peninsula. Cutch — or most of it — was 
yet under the sea. 

In this land of marshes and flowing water and over- 
grown jungles at some very distant date lived the dark- 
skinned and primitive Nagas. And the history of its 
first colonisation by the Aryans is recorded only in the 
names of Saryati the Manava, Cyavana the Bhrgu and 
Anarta, the eponymous king who gave to north 
Gujarata its first Aryan name. 2 


II 


The evidence relating to this colonisation mainly 
consists of references and traditions 


AVAILABLE 

EVIDENCE. 


contained in ancient literature and 
has often been considered inad- 


missible for historical research. Historians entitled to 
great respect at one time held that proper history does 


2. Matsya, XII. 21-22 ; Harivamsa, 1.10.31-33. 
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THE PROBLEM AND CONDITIONS OF INVESTIGATION * 

not exist in India for any period before the date of 
the Piprawa relic (450 B.c.) or rather before Asoka’s 
inscriptions. 3 But the line thus drawn is rather arti- 
ficial. Inscriptions are sometimes fabricated ; the date 
of the Piprawa relic itself is being discredited by some 
authorities ; while folklore, tradition and even mytho- 
logy often carry within them the germ of historical 
facts. In India, particularly, the epic and the ritua- 
listic literature contain many traditions, the historical 
basis of which cannot be ignored. This class of evi- 
dence, in view of its nature and authorship can be 
divided into (a) the Vedic and (6) the Puranic. 

With thgse preliminary remarks the evidence may be 
examined from the points of view of chronology and 
credibility. 

I. The Mantras of the Rgveda are no doubt the 
oldest literary records. They however contain three 
varying grades of testimony : 

1. References which were traditional even in 
the Rgvedic period. To this class belongs 
the reference to Manu, Bhrgu and Yayati 
the son of Nahusa who is mentioned only 
once as an ancient sacrificer. 4 They are 
mere names retained in the racial memory 
and may be dismissed as unreal. 

2. More or less contemporary records like the 

prayers of Visvamitra while crossing the 
river with the army or the blessings of 
Vasistha for Sudas. 5 They are fairly trust- 
worthy and may be relied upon. 

3. Cf. Vincent Smith, Early History of India, 4th Edn., p. 17, 

4. Macdonell and Keith, Vedic Index , II, pp. 129, 109, 187, 

5. Rgveda, III. 33 ; 53.9-11 ; VII. 18.22-25. 
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3. Later interpolations. 

II. The next in order of time are parts of Atharva- 
veda containing post -Rgvedic references. 

III. The records which come next are the Aitareya 
and the Satapatha Brahmanas. They can be treated 
as reliable only to the extent to which they embody 
contemporary or recent events. 

IV. The next in time are the old and persistent 
traditions, common to all the Puranas, which were 
drawn from the original Purdna or Puranas. 

V. Puranic tradition and pedigrees, other than 
those referred to in old and persistent , traditions 
referred to above, which were made up centuries later 
and revised from time to time. 

Every piece of evidence has to be tested from this 
point of view and labours, however great, cannot yield 
the correct result if the relative importance which 
should attach to the credibility of each record, having 
regard to its date, the source of its knowledge and its 
freshness, is ignored. 


Ill 

Mr. Pargiter, the author of The Ancient Indian 
Historical Tradition 6 has gone the extreme length 
and tried to reconstruct history only out of Purd- 
nic sources, among which the Mahabharata naturally 
holds the principal place. No doubt it contains valu- 
able traditions, but the number of editions which the 
work has gone through, and the alterations and enlarge- 
ments which each editor appears to have made, make 


6. London, 1922 ; hereafter abbreviated as Pargiter. 
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sifting of historical facts rather difficult. The Paurdnikas 
anxious to strengthen their view of things, have been 
busy for centuries toning down, altering or twisting 
many particulars which happened to offend their reli- 
gious zeal or their notion of a well ordered universe. 
But many of its important historical traditions and 
genealogies find a place in the early Puranas like the 
Vayu, the Matsya and the Harivamsa . 1 These have 
luckily escaped the treatment meted out to the Maha- 
bharata, for the traditional number of Puranas being 
fairly large, it was easier to produce a new Purana 
specially devoted to the favoured theme than to alter 
or amend an existing one. These common traditions 
were drawn by the authors of these works from some 
older work, which Mr. Pargiter believes to have been 
composed a century after the Bharata war . 7 8 I am in- 
clined to the view that the legends, myths and stories 
collected in the original Purana, whether known as 
Bhavisya, Bhavisyat or Vayu Purana, existed long 
prior to the Bharata War or rather the reign of Jana- 
mejaya Pariksita and formed the literature of the peo- 
ple as contrasted with the! Vedic Mantras and the 
Brdhmanas which contained the literature of the learn- 
ed priestly class. The Purana itself must have been 
the attempt of one or more compilers to shape all the 
materials into a definite body of tradition with a view 
to extol the then existing royal houses, to determine 

7. For the Makdbharata ( Mbh .) and the Harivamsa ( Hari > 
the edition published by the Chitrashala Press, Poona, has been 
cited ; for the Vayu and the Matsya Puranas the editions are 
respectively from the Bibliotheca Indica and the Anandasarma 
Sanskrit Series. 

8. Pargiter, pp. 53-54 and 21. 
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their ancestry, and to fit them in the time honoured 
scheme of Solar and Lunar descent. The very object 
for which the compilation was made has been the cause 
of displacing genealogies, interpolating names and con- 
siderably impairing their historic value. Names were 
brought in the same family pedigree or were inserted 
as father and son, irrespective of the locality where they 
lived or the period when they flourished. 

The Purdnic traditions and genealogies can yield a 
somewhat reliable record only if the Vedic literature 
is made to supply the necessary correctives. The names, 
associations and synchronisms found in the Mantras of 
the Rgveda are very reliable, as they were woven into 
contemporary records by persons having some direct 
or indirect but unremote source of knowledge. The 
Brdhmanas and the Upanisads also throw considerable 
light on the changes which the traditions and genealo- 
gies underwent before being incorporated in the 
Puranas. 

The very able attempt 0 made by Mr. Pargiter to col- 
late the diverse royal genealogies as given in the dif- 
ferent Puranas, and to fix the synchronisms as found 
therein, has been frustrated on account of the undue 
importance which he attached to Purdnic materials, 
which he called Ksatriya tradition, as contrasted with 
the Vedic which he called Brahmanical. The assump- 
tions made by him that the Puranas were not composed 
by Btahmanas but by Ksatriyas ; that the bard had 
less temptation to tell an untruth than the religious- 
minded Brahmana ; that the Brahmana lacked histori- 
cal sense while the Ksatriya did not ; are unwarranted 


9. Pargiter, pp. 144 et seq . 
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and fanciful. 10 Had he applied the test of Vedic tradi- 
tion he would have certainly escaped the errors into 
which he has fallen. For instance, Mr. Pargiter was 
inclined to the view that the Solar line as given in the 
Purdnas has been more accurately preserved than the 
others ; but, as a matter of fact, if the test of Vedic 
references is applied, no other genealogical tree given 
by the Purdnas is more unreliable. 11 

One shortcoming of the early Vedic literature, how- 
ever, should not be ignored. Most of it was either 
composed or compiled by Rsis living in or about the 
Aryavarta where ran the courses of the holy Sarasvatl 
and the l5rsadvatl ; they were the leaders of what 
Grierson 12 would call the Inner Band of Aryans, and 
they did not know or care to refer to the movements 
which were going on in distant parts of the land, or 
to the exploits of tribes of the Outer Band which form- 
ed the outpost of Aryan occupation. As we will see 
later, we find in the Rgveda a reference to the Vitaha- 
vyas and Srnjaya ; 13 but none to the confederacy of 


10. Pargiter, Chapters I, V ; also p. 61. 

11. Vide , infra pp. 15ff. 

12. Imp. Gaz. of India (1907), Vol. I, pp. 357-359. 

13. Rgveda , IV. 15.4 ; VI. 15.2,3 ; 27.7 ; VII. 19.3. 

3t4 *: tpt* gd I 

5JR II V.1V*. || 

fa* * * gfaci i 

*RT*. *s*ft 

***: II II 

( Continued on next page) 
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tribes, of which the Vitahavyas were a part and which 
went by the name of the Haihayas and the Talajan- 
ghas. We also find reference to Jamadagni, the Bhrgu 
sage who was not only connected with Visvamitra by 
blood, but was perhaps his confederate in politics and 
certainly collaborator in composing hymns ; 14 but not 
a word is mentioned about his father Rdka, a great 
warrior, or about his still greater son Rama whose mar- 
tial deeds ultimately earned for him a place in the pan- 
theon as the sixth avatara of Visnu. The obvious ex- 
planation is that the cultured sage on the banks of 
the Sarasvati looked with contempt on the Aryans who 
fought and lived and possibly intermarried with the 
aboriginal Nagas and Dasyus. With the loftiness com- 
mon to literary men in all ages they only concerned 
themselves with the elect who shared with them the 
atmosphere from which they drew inspiration. 

I will now examine the Puranic • tradition by apply- 
ing the corrective of Vedic references ; and in doing so, 
not only do I propose to cite Macdonell and Keith’s 
Vedic Index and Par git er but the original references also. 
I will also avail myself of the genealogy carefully pre- 
pared by Mr. Pargiter from the Purdnas, giving to each 


(* Continued from previous page) 

2R3 *IRRW 3 wit i 

tr tj'sRrc' gist 'RRif^cit %RrcTR 11 u 

r v T®ft cffaptr snsrt i 

14. Rgveda, X. 167.4 ; Vedic Index , I. p. 276. 

FTtit wm-- i 
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name the'number given by the author to the generation 
to which according to his estimate the bearer of the 
name belonged according to Puranic genealogy. 

IV 

In order to investigate the problem which I have 
thus set before me, it is necessary to fix certain definite 
historical outposts by examining the evidence in the 
manner indicated by me. What is the first historical 
event in Indian history as proved by these records ? 
The Rgvedic evidence is generally regarded as the first 
in time ; and the contemporary testimony contained in 
it is the most reliable. The first historical event as 
appearing from this evidence is the Dasarajna, the 
Battle of Ten Kings. Vasisthas and Visviamitras have 
sung about it in unmistakably first hand passion . 15 

Dasarajna could thus be summarised : 

The Trtsus lived on the bank of Parusni, the modern 
Ravi ; the Bharatas lived on the banks of Sarasvati, 
Drsadvati and the Apaya. The Yadus and the Turvasas 
lived probably lower down. The Anus and the Druhyus 
probably lived between Sarasvati and Satadru. The 
Purus possibly lived on the banks of the upper Indus. 
Some of them appear to have also been settled on the 
banks of the Sarasvati. 

Divodiasa was a king of the Trtsus and had a son 
or grandson styled Sudas. Whether Trtsus were paft 
of Bharatas or not is doubtful ; but there is no doubt 


15. Rgveda, III. 33 ; 53 ; VII. 18. 
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that one tribe was led by Divodasa, the other by Visva- 
mitra. Divodasa was a warlike prince, had fought the 
Yadus and the Turvasas, and defeated Sambara, the 
great Dasyu king, demolished his ninty-nine forts and 
exterminated the Panis, the P&ravatas and the Brsaya. 

Visvamitra, the head of the Bharata clan, is the 
Purohita of Sudas, the son of Divodasa. He has per- 
formed sacrifices for him. “ Come forward, Kusikas,” 
says he to his tribesmen, “ and be attentive ; let loose 
Sudas’s horse to win him riches ; east, west and north, 
let the king slay his foemen, then at earth’s choicest 
place perform his worship .” 18 

But Vasistha, proud of his ancient lineage and purity, 
is his rival at Sudas’s court. He turns the scales, and 
Visvamitra is ousted from his position. In disgust 
Visvamitra and his tribe leave the court. The seer pro- 
nounces hymn of hate against Vasisthas, invoking the 
aid of Indra for himself and his progeny. He then 
organises a strong confederacy of ten kings ; the Anus, 
the Druhyus, the Bharatas, the Yadus, the Turvasas, 
the Purus, the Simyus, the Ajas, the Sigrus and the 
Yaksus. It may be remembered in this connection that 
the Bhrgus were connected both by blood and alliance 
with the six first named of these tribes. 

The ten kings under the leadership of Visvamitra 
advance from the east but find it difficult to cross the 
Satadru and the Vipas in their upper courses. Then 
the great Visvamitra prays to them : “ Hear then, 
sisters, what the poet says : I come to you from far 

16. Xgveda, III. 53.11 : 

37 aci f v'A a i 

*F5n m ^sRcamqig^n«n ^ sir gf^ri: ti 
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with loaded wagons. Now bend ye low, give me an 
easy ford : let not your waves touch my axle-tree, O ! 
Rivers .” 17 The rivers hear the Rsi’s prayers. The 
Bharatas “ filled with the ardour of battle ” cross the 
rivers and first secure a victory over the Trtsus. But 
soon the allied kings are driven back by Sudas ; and 
ViSvamitra disappears from the stage. 

Though the Bhrgus are not named during this war 
except in the doubtful case of one Kavi having been 
killed in battle, they would be expected to be on the 
side of Visvamitra, Bharatas, Yadus, Purus, Anus and 
Druhyus, looking to the close relation with the con- 
stituents of the confederacy. There is no doubt that 
on the other hand were the Srnjayas closely allied 
with the Trtsus. Divodasa and a Srnjaya prince are' 
lauded together ; 18 they had common enemies in 
Turvasas, and perhaps had a common priest . 19 

The fortunes of the battle sway to and fro for some 
time but ultimately the valiant leaders of the confe- 
deracy are killed and Sudas comes out triumphant. 
Vasistha then sings for him the song of triumph : 

“The evil-disposed and stupid (enemies of Sudas), crossing the 
humble Paru§ni river, have broken down its banks ; but he (Sudas) 


17. Rgveda, III. 33.9 : 

3Tt 3 Eft I 

ft w gqrcr 3 tt1w- n 

18. Rgveda, VI. 47.22, 25. 

wv- w \\\\ 

3% 3TWPI5 U II 

19. Vedic Index , II, p. 469. 
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by his greatness pervades the earth, and Kavi, the son of Gaya- 
mana, like a fallen victim, sleeps (in death). 

“ The waters flowed their regular course to the Paru§pi, nor 
(wandered) beyond it ; the quick courser (of the king) came to 
the accessible places, and Indra made the idly-talking enemies, 
with their numerous progeny, subject among men to Sudas.” 20 

Sudas is thus lauded by the grateful Vasistha : 

“ The seven worlds praise (Sudas) as if he were Indra : him 
whose fame (spreads) through the spacious heaven and earth : 
who, munificent, has distributed (wealth) on every eminent per- 
son, and (for whom) the flowing (rivers) have destroyed Yudh- 
yamadhi in war.” 21 

King Purukutsa, son of Durgaha, was made prisoner 
of war and died in captivity .- 2 His queen secured his 
son Trasadasyu to restore the fortunes of the Purus. 
He was a great king equal to Indra, styled Ardhadeva 
— half a god — invincible in war and subdued the 
mighty Aryan tribes. The Purus allied themselves with 
Kurus or were the same, for their king Kurusravana 


20. Rgveda, VII. 18.8, 9. 

ft i 

TfqjTR: || <s || 

tfP-T ?r amw i 

n % u 

21. Rgveda, VII. 18.24 : 

^ ^ 3P=cT^ff fa*r?Rl I 

*T Welt q^ifor ft II. 

22. Vedic Index, I, p. 542 ; cf. Rgveda, IV. 42.8 : 

fierce 3113^ wir i 
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The number given in the brackets indicates the gene- 
ration to which the bearer of the name belongs in the 
Purdnic genealogy complied by Pargiter. This genea- 
logy however yields the following result : 


VEDIC PEDIGREE. 


1 . 

Manu 

Manu 

Manu 

Bhrgu 

2. 



Ik§viaku 


6. 

Yayiati 

Yayati 



7. 

Yadu 

Puru 



22. 



Purukutsa 


23. 

♦ 


Trasadasyu 


30. 

Gadhi 


Trayyaruna 


31. 

Arjuna 




32. 

Visviamitra 


Trisariku 

Jamadagni 

33. 



Hariscandra 

Rama 

34. 



Rohita 


36. 

Vitihotra 




63. 



Divodasa 


66. 



Smjaya 


67. 



Cyavana 


68. 



Sudasa 


69. 



Sahadeva 


70. 



Somaka 


71. 


Kuru 




The more reliable Vedic data at once destroy the 
accuracy of this Purdnic tradition. In the light of these 
Sudas did not belong to the north Pancala line as 
stated in the Purdnas, nor Hariscandra to Ayodhya . 25 
Purus and Iksvakus were not separate families but the 


25. Sudas was a Tjtsu king and Hariscandra an Aik^vaka. 
Cf. Vedic Index, I, pp. 121, 322 ; II, pp. 454, 499. 
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same. 26 The Vedic records know no kings between 
Iksvaku and Purukutsa. From the latter (22) to 
Trayyaruna (30) there are only three generations and 
not six. 27 Trisanku was not a king as the Puranas 
have it but a sage 28 and may be omitted. Hariscandra 
the son of Vedhas was not a descendant of Purukutsa, 
but his contemporary ; 29 and Sudas the son of Divodasa 
was not removed by 44 generations from Purukutsa 
but his foe and vanquisher. 30 There is no doubt, there- 

26. Rgveda, I. 63.7 ; VI. 20.10 ; Satapatha Bra., XIII. 5.4.5 
(quoted above) ; Vedic Index , I, p. 75. 

ft t I • 

pft Wr. II II 

%sqwr ^ n *cT*rer pir nb i 

SR JTcgt: STR g^fcRPT ftlSR IK. ^0.1 oil 

27. Rgveda, V. 27. 1-3 : 

R?TftRwt 4 nrar ftftgt srgd iftft: i 

%fWTt am- n 

3ft % ^ r%fd r ftft ft gw ggo <??Tft i 

^ gfft RJplfttSR II 

tpi % 3 m giiffr ^ftt ?rftgrq rpt RR^tg : 1 

ft if fft^gftsiRTtR ptffwnhT wft n 

28. Taittinya Upmisad, I. 10. 1 : ^ | ; 

Vedic Index, I, p. 331. 

29. Cf. Ait or ey a Brahmam, VII. 3, which proves the syn- 
chronism of .Hariscandra, Visvamitra and Jamadagni, the latter 
two being the contemporaries of Sudas and Purukutsa. 

30. Cf. Rgveda , I. 63. 7 (quoted above); VII. 8. 4 ; 18, 13. 

% ft JT^TT R ffgr: I ■ 

3T^r R: p pTRig Rtft ?pft arftfft: gftft II 

II 'S.C.V. II 

(Continued on next page) 
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fore, that the Purdnas have indiscriminately mixed up 
names in order to construct fictitious family trees, and 
the synchronism given by the Rgvedic evidence should 
be accepted. 

The basic fact of the historicity of the Ddsarajna 
and of those who took part in it being thus established, 
I shall in my next lecture deal with the Puranic tradi- 
tions about early Aryans of Gujarata. 


(Continued from previous page) 
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LECTURE II 

THE HAIHAYA EMPIRE 


The Manavas — The Saryatas — The Bhrgus — The Haihaya con- 
federacy — Its conquest — Arjuna Kartavirya — His Capital — 
Mahismatl — The Outer Band of the Aryans. 

The earliest tradition about the Aryans in Gujarata 
is very much older than the Dasardjna and is associated 
with the Manavas and the Bhrgus. The evidence is 
wholly drawn from the common traditions preserved in 
the Puranas, the Rgveda being entirely silent. 

I 

Among the ancients, tribes enjoyed a distinctive exis- 
tence mainly by its members believing in a common 
descent from an imaginary progenit- 
maaAvaj. or • and the tribal name was in such 

cases always held to have been derived from his. Simi- 
larly, Manavas, the most important group of tribes 
which went to form the early Aryans, claimed to be 
descended from Manu. He (or his brother Yima ac- 
cording to Zendavesta) was responsible for rescuing the 
creation from the great flood . 1 Even in the Rgvedic 
times this Manu had lost all historical reality and was 


1. Sat up at ha Brahmana, I. 1.8.1 et seq . ; Kafhaka Samhita, 
XI. 2. 
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simply the first man, the father of the race , 2 as his 
brother Yama was the first of the mortals. He was 
the son of Vivasvant ; 3 his brother Yama was the son 
of VTvanghant according to Zendavesta . 4 

The Manavas proud of their lineage and their cul- 
ture, swept down on the plains of India in search of 
fertile lands for their cattle. Their habit of looking 
back to a common progenitor made it easy for them 
to form a well-knit community. The Puranic tradi- 
tion makes Manu the father of ten valiant sons : Ila, 
Iksvaku, Kusanabha, Arista, Dhrsta, Narisyanta, 
Karusa, Sarvati, Prsadhra and Nabhaga . 5 Some of 


2. Cf. Rgveda, I. 80.16 ; II. 33,13 ; VIII. 63.1 ; X. 100.5 ; etc. 
Also, Vedic Index , II, p. 129. 

JfTimr JTjjf^fcTT I 

3. Cf. Sat. Bra., XVIII. 4.3.3.— I also, 

Atharvaveda , VIII. 10.24 ; Asvaldyana Srauta Sw., X. 7 ; etc. 


4. Zend-Avesta, Farvardin Yast, XXIX. 130 ; Zamyad Yast, 
VII. 35, 36, 38. Sacred Books of the East, Vol. XXIII, pp. 221, 
294, 295. Cf. Rgveda , X. 14. 1. 


sr§«T: crtut3't^th i 

3RRT 0^1 II 1 o. IV. 1 II 


5. Matsya, 11. 40-41 ; Vayu, II. 3. 29-30 ; Hart, I, 10. 1-2 ; 
Mbh., I. 75.15-17 ; etc. 

( 1 01 H 5 R 55 T: I 

SflTORtat 0SR II Tl^fo -n.yo || 

JTftRR: 0 RS 5 T: I 

0sr«*i*r 0 % f^Rnrgtn: n ■n.vi u 

( Continued on next page) 
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these names were borne by tribes which at a later period 
combined to form the powerful and populous tribe of 
Bharatas who claiming descent from Manu gave their 
name to India, and Manu himself, said a later tradi- 
tion, was Bharata . 6 In other Puranas the names of 
some of the ten eponymous sons are given differently ; 
but the fact remains that Ila, Iksvaku and saryati are 
found in all authorities as forming part of the Manava 
group . 7 All these three names are really eponymous. 
Iksvaku is mentioned only once in the Rgveda? and 

i ( Continued from previous page) 

( \ W- ^ I 

feWcit JfWfts II II 

W I 

*(W 5^1: II H.3.3°ll 

6. Cf. Vaidya, History of Sanskrit Literature, Vol. I, Section 1, 
p. 94 ; Bhagavata, XII. 17 ; Matsya , 114. 5. 

%<TT ^ WWIf 1 !: I 

(^TRT iTTC^g^ II TTPRcT" 3 ’(.'I vs || 

3T«nt 5T5tT: I 

mrorasnfcr irg^r u ttcpt<> «j <\ u 

7. Mr. Pargiter suggests the following as the original text after 
the collation of all P uranic sources ( Pargiter , p. 84, n. 2) : 

IT 3^1 1 ^ cTSRf: I 
5fHTRt W- STCTfcte ^ II 
?iftwRT^T«n siig%pit&g ^ ^ \ 

W3 ^ HRST: II 

8. Rgveda , X. 60. 4 : 

H^nfS'T 3% ^PITO^>T^ I 

fSq: II 
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even then was possibly the name of a tribe. Later, it 
became the family name of the royal Purus in the first 
instance, and of the whole Solar line later.® Similarly, 
Saryati is but the imaginary ancestor of the Sarytata 
tribe. 1 ® 

According to Vedic literature, the Saryatas were not 
included among the Pancajanas who formed the bulk 
of the Aryans living in the Punjab during the Vedic 
period. They possibly consisted of the Yadus, the 
Purus, the Anus, the Druhyus and the Turvasas . 1 ' 1 In 
Puranic literature these names are borne by eponym- 
ous kings said to be the sons of Yayati, a descendant 
of Ila, one of Manu’s sons . 112 

From the first, Yayati is the name of an individual 
and not a tribe, and is connected with many names and 


9. Cf. Vedic Index, I, p. 75 ; Rapson, Cambridge History of 
India, Vol. I, p. 308 ; contra, Pargiter, p. 134. 

10. Rgveda, I. 51.12; III. 51.7. 

err htt r-4 fctefir stftrpr iran i 

*** *T*TT feftll I.M. 

II 

%% If gt# w srrcRf srf^; i 

cif wM tra w SPforr forrafci sw. u u 

11. Cf. Vedic Index, I, p. 467. 

12. Matsya, 24.53-54 ; Vdyu, II, 31.16-17 ; Padma, V. 12.106- 
107 ; Harri, I. 30.4-5 ; Mbh., I. 75.34-35 ; etc. 

STTJTcT: I 

^Wpft ^ || V*S\ II 

<r«n <55 i n 
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traditions. He is the son of Nahusa 13 and a* brother of 
Yati, 14 which name in the Rgvedic period appears to 
have been borne by an ancient clan. 13 And it is just 
likely that Yayati may have belonged to the Yati tribe 
which came to be known as Aila in the Puranic litera- 
ture. The Yatis are connected with Bhrgus, the fire 
worshipping warrior priests. 110 Yayati himself married 

13. Iigveda, I. 31. 17 ; X. 63.1 etc. ; also, the Puranic autho- 
rities given in the next footnote. 

srfwtPTsrfffd #1^3% i 

3RW mm qf&r ^ fa4 n Ml. 

m 11 

% ftfwcr 3 tm 5Tfrnr i 

srfffq STIHcT % 3Tfog^P3 fp.mo.MAII 

14. Matsya, 24.49-51; Vdyu, II. 31.12-13; Hari, I. 30.1-2; 
Mbh., I. 75.30-32. 

?r§wi iwiiftr n n 

II 'a 0 II 

^tTR4Tl^sf^r I 

11 m 11 

cf. : mm 11 rr. *rr. n 

fipt RsgriifrawfM 11 a " 11 

15. Rgveda, VIII. 3?9 ; 6.18 : 

cTr?rr zrrfo #f%cR 1 

i|% qji n ma n 

q pH 3RWWI ^ I 

Wft fcf II II 

16. Cf. the references in the previous note ; also, Samaveda, 
II. 304. 
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the daughter of Sukra (Usanas) the great Bhrgu . 17 

Saryatas, however, were not of the Yayati group and 
must have lived in the south long before the Dasara- 
;«c . 18 

II 

Another tribe of the Aryan race which claims as 
proud an ancestry and certainly greater sanctity than 
the Manavas are the Bhrgus. They claim their des- 
cent from Bhrgu, the son of Varuna , 19 

bhrgus. though later literature has tried to 

make even Bhrgu the son of Manu . 20 From the earli- 
est times the Bhrgus belonged to a powerful tribe, whose 

17. Matsya, 24.51-52; Vdyu, II. 31.15-16 ; Hart, 1.30.4 ; Padma, 
v. 12.105-106' ; Mbh., I. 75.34. 

3 wrcr mnfa: gfrMt: i 

gni gimumn 5 11 m3. UU 9 , 11 
%sr fisRt wrln: 11 ^ 11 

18. Cyavana, who was connected with Saryiata and was an 
ancestor of Jamadagni, ai participant in the Dasmdjna, had his 
asrama on the banks of the Narmada, 

19. Pancavimsa Bra., XVIII. 19.1 ; Satapatha Bra., XI. 6.1.1 ; 
Taitt. Ar any aka, IX. 1 ; Taitt. Upanisad, I. 3.1.1 ; etc. 

% gpr^ vrJTrs’umrrrctf 

gftFwqgFfRi u m. arr. <u.vi u 
*rgt% mstfr*. n an. vmaa n %. art. v n 

20. Cf. Manusmjti, I. 34-35 : 

a ? i nm: fogap3 ggarcR. i 

<Tdtel 5 TRmg 3 r ^51 II irg. < M* II 

g<sf 5&3R 1 

9 %g ^ 33 ^ ii ^ 11 
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priestly importance appears to be as great as their 
martial prowess. They claimed to have brought down 
fire on earth through Matarisvan . 21 Agnisthapana was 
considered to be their special function . 22 Atharva Veda 
which in some of its parts must be considered very 
ancient, was the special branch to which the Bhrgus 
were devoted . 23 Atharvaveda itself is called Bhrg- 
vangirasah . 24 Kavi Usanas and Cyavana, both un- 
doubtedly Bhrgus, are also called the sons of Angi- 
rasas . 25 In later tradition the Bhrgus and the Angi- 
rasas became separate and the word Atharvana was 


21. Rgveda, I. 60.1 ; III. 5.10 : 

srft WET foprei gaisq 3T*f I 

ftsmw srereef II ».'! n 

X frn^^lfTr I 

qgvq: qft g§r mffa 11 n 

22. Mmtrayani Samhitd, I. 4.1 ; Taitt. Sam., IV. 6.5.2 ; V, 
6.8.6 ; Atharvaveda, IV. 14.5. 

aifffWt ?! 3H3 qfW II flf. g.T.V.'I II 

....am a«r =a?#ircrg<T acafmq i 
^gfir: *nrtar: 3 *#^ wict: mfer n 

fr. q. vA.W n 

23. Weber, History of Indian Literature (Eng. trans.), 1882, 
pp. 11, 148 ; Pargiter, p. 319. 

24. Bloomfield, Hymns of the Atharvaveda, Sacred Books of 
the East, Vol. XLII, Intr., pp. xxiii-xxvi, xxxiii et seq. 

25. Satapatha Bra., IV. 1.5.1 : jjsj ^ ipjqt 37%^ 37 

fRWlt sit 1 
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applied only to a school of ritualists . 26 The earliest 
traditions are only consistent with the fact that the 
Atharvans (Athravans of the Zend Avesta) and Angi- 
rasas and the Bhrgus were the same. 

From the earliest times the Bhrgus appear to be close- 
ly associated with what is called the Yayati group of 
tribes. Kavi Usanas or Sukracarya was a great 
teacher and, in the Pur anas the high priest of the Asuras 
and a rival of Brhaspati, the priest of the gods . 27 His 
daughter DevayanI was married to Yayati who had 
also married the daughter of a, perhaps non-Aryan, 
king, Vrsaparvan . 28 Kavi Usanas son of Kavi Apiveh 
is the same as Kava Usa, the son of Kavi Kavata 
(Kaikobad) and the father of Syavuksh, the second 
king of the Kayanian dynasty 29 (Cyavana ?) . In 
view of this identification, Yayati must be taken to 
have flourished before the Indian Aryans separated from 
their Persian brethren. It also appears very clearly 


26. Cf. Vedic Index , I, p. 18. 

27. Pahcavbhsa Bra., VII. 5.20 ; Sdnkhdyana Srauta Sutra r 
XIV. 27.1 ; Taitt. Sam., II. 5.8.5 ; Matsya, 25.8-14 ; 30.9 ; Mbh. f 
I. 65.36 ; 66.42-43 ; 81.9 ; etc. 

35RT I gd%r 3 ti#c...i *. n 

cf - 5lt. tft. *£. : 

n HcW. IT. W. UlS II 

28. See footnote 17 : 

^ri wfa: qg-Ri qg^rftriTtF i 

^TWtgjfRS: §cTT ST^fim I 
5lf%lTTiCf % tR3TT II M 0 .* II 

29. Zend Avesta, SBE, Vol. XXIII, p. 65, n. 1 ; also, Pahlavi 
Texts, SBE, Vol. V, p. 136 (Bundahis, Ch. XXI. 25). 
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that the Manavas and Bhrgus freely intermarried with 
the non-Aryan tribes. 


Ill 

The Bhrgus were closely associated with the Saryata 
tribe of the Manavas also . 30 In the Rgveda Samhitd 
the name Saryata had already re- 

Saryatas. ceded into the past; it was only borne 

by a singer who claimed to be descended from an 
eponymous Saryata . 31 Saryata seems to be remem- 
bered in the Brahmanas only in connection with the 
legend of the rejuvenation of Cyavana the Bhargava, 
and the introduction of Asvins as the presiding deities 
at a sacrifice along with Indra . 32 
The story as given by the Satapatha runs as follows : 

When the Bhrgus or the Ahgirasas attained the heavenly world, 
Cyavana the Bhargava or Cyavana the Angiras, was left behind 
here, decrepit and ghostlike. But Saryata, the Manava, just 
then wandered about here with his tribe, and settled nearby that 
same place. His boys, while playing, setting that decrepit, ghost- 
like man at nought pelted him with clods. He was wroth with 
the Saryatas, and sowed discord among them : father fought 
with son, and brother with brother. 

Saryata then bethought him. ‘ This has come to pass for some- 
thing or other I have done ! ’ He caused the cowherds and 
shepherds to be called together, and said, ‘ Which of you has 
seen anything here this day ? ’ They said : “ Yonder lies a man 
decrepit and ghostlike ; him the boys have pelted with clods, 


30. Cf. Matsya , 11.40-41 ; Mbh., I. 75.16 ; Hart., I. 10.1 ; etc. 
quoted in foot-note 5, where Saryati is one of the sons of Manu, 
and hence Manava. 

31. Vedic Index , II, pp. 364-365 ; also foot-note 10, where the 
quotations from the Rgveda are given. 

32. Aitareya Brdhmana , VIII. 21-24 ; Satapatha Bra., IV. 1.5 ; 
Jaimimya Bra., Ill, 120-122. 
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setting him at nought.” Then Saryata knew that this was Cya- 
vana. 

He yoked his chariot, and putting his daughter Sukanya there- 
on, he set forth, and came to the place where the R«?i was. He 
said ; “ Reverence be to thee, O Ksi, because I knew thee not, 
therefore have I offended thee ; here is Sukanya ; with her I make 
atonement to thee ; let my tribe live at peace together.” And 
from that time his tribe lived at peace together. But Saryata the 
Mlanava, departed forthwith lest he should offend him a second 
time. 33 

This legend finds a place in many Brahmanas, and 
Cyavana’s connection with Saryati may be taken to 
represent a historic fact. 

Saryati Manava is the first Aryan connected with 
Gujarata, for it received its first Aryan name from his 
eponymous son Anarta . 34 Cyavana in the Puranas is 
always connected with the territory now known as Guja- 
rata . 35 It also appears that long prior to the itinerary 
of Yudhisthira, a mountain top between the Payosni 
(the Tapti) and the Narmada had come to be identi- 
fied as the Vaidurya Parvata where Cyavana got his 
youth restored and where Saryati performed his sacri- 
fice with Asvins as the presiding deities . 36 The great 


33. Satapatha Bra., IV. 1.5.1-7 ; Egceling, SBE, Vol. XXVI, 
pp. 272-273. 

34. Cf. Lecture I, foot-note 2. 

35. Cyavana married Sukanya, daughter of Saryati, King of 
Anarta, and practised austerities near the Vaidurya Parvata and 
the river Narmada.— Mbh., III. 121-122; III. 89-12. 

36. Mbh., III. 121.19, 21. 

ci«n i 

sgi sf m ii 
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Bhrgus who, as will be seen later, were closely connect- 
ed with these parts of India were, according to the Pura- 
nas, descended from Cyavana. This establishes that 
the Saryatas and Bhrgus who lived in Anarta and the 
banks of the Narmada had the same important tradi- 
tion as in Kuruksetra. 

The extent of the land occupied by these peoples is 
indicated by the genealogy of Saryati as given in the 
Pur anas ; Saryati’s son Anarta gives his name to north 
Gujarata ; his daughter Sukanyia is married to Cyavana 
whose asrama is on the Narmada ; his son Reva may 
be connected with the Reva, the synonym of the river 
Narmada, and his son Raivata Kakudmin who gave his 
name to Mt. Raivataka in Saurastra. 37 The family of 
the last named son reigned at Kusasthali, the ancient 
name of Dvaraka which was subsequently destroyed by 
Punyajana Raksasas. 38 

Nothing in this tradition indicates that these tribes, 
all nomadic, were not here from the earliest time record- 
ed in tradition. 


37. Saryiata genealogy is given in : Matsya, 12.21-24 ; Vayu, 
II. 24.23-25 ; Padma, V. 8.126-129 ; Hari, I. 10.30-37 ; 11.1-7. 

hot ii <Tsr. ^.<*. 3 ^ 11 

3TOT%OTHc3?ll d^JTR: I 

HOT H || 3 ^ II 

<Nothw ^s^hisNh r^r h i 

HOT 3%: TjTCTcTFT % II 3^<£ II 

38. Cf. Hari, I. 11.4 ; Vayu, II. 26.1 : 

rf WrFT 5 • 

SOT m II 3.3 3. v || 
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IV 

The other name connected with Gujarata, no doubt 
later in time, was that of Haihayas. Various names are 
added to the word Haihaya by different authorities to 
describe a confederacy of tribes. Sometimes it is call- 
ed Haihaya Talajanghas or Vltahavyas or Vitahavya 
Haihayas or Srnjaya Vltahavyas. 

In spite of later Puranic tradition which traced the 
descent of the Haihayas from Yadu 
the haihaya the son of King Yayati, there is no 
doubt that the Hai haya-Talaj angha 
tribes did not belong to the Yayati group or the Inner 
Band, but closely allied to the Saryatas and formed the 
Outer Band of Aryans. The Mahabharata at one place 
presumes the tradition that the Haihayas and Tala- 
janghas are descended from Saryati himself . 39 

Just as in the case of Yayati, Arjuna Kartavlrya is 
an individual while his immediate descendants are all 
eponymous kings. Surasena, Sura, Talajangha, Avanti, 
Vltihotra, Saryata, Bhoja, Tundikera and Anarta are 
said to be the names of Arjuna’s sous . 40 In reality 
these names were borne by tribes which went up to 


39. MM., XIII. 30.6-7 : 

5T5TT *#JT 3ITCRT: I 

3 ^ wot %ri: ti s n 

ft I 

zm? zmi 3? n ^ it 

40. Matsya, 43.46-49; Vayu, II. 32.49-52; Padnta, V. 12.145- 
148 ; Hart, I. 33.49-52. 


( Continued on next page) 
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make the Haihaya confederacy, of which Arjuna was 
the leader. 

Surasena is the Mathura region ; 41 the Suras evident- 
ly gave their name to the Surastra. The other Saryata 
tribes, as already shown, were settled in Gujarata and 
Kathiawar. Avantis gave their name to Malva ; 42 
Anarta is north Gujarata ; 43 Vitihotra or Vitihavya is 
a country in the Vindhyan plateau ; 44 Sundikera or 
Tundikera is also the name of a tribe near the Vin- 
dhyas ; 45 Bhojas were settled near Aravalli hills and 

(Continued from previous page) 

rTR WcTT: II VVS n 

Tfat W f?5T: ISTRTT ||3TRt JTfRTRTPf I 
sftfrtsfap* 3MRTT II II 

R II II 

41. Cunningham's Ancient Geography , pp. 427, 428, 706 ; 
Dey, Geographical Dictionary , 2nd Edn., p. 197 ; Pargiter, Mar- 
kandeya Purdna, p. 351 n **. 

42. Dey, op. cit ., p. 13 ; Pargiter, op. cit p. 3,44 n §. 

43. Dey, op. cit., p. 7 ; Pargiter, op. cit., p. 340 n §. 

44. Markandeya Parana, 57.55 ; Matsya, 144.54 ; Hart, I. 
34.52 ; Pargiter, op. cit., p. 344 n J. 

3T?T3n*3fs$RT8? sfftfbTT f^cR: I 

5R<T?T: ’Rf I) |) 

45. Markandeya, 57.55 ; Matsya, 114.54 ; Hari, I. 34.52 ; Par- 

giter, op. cit.. p. 344, n f. The Markandeya Purdna reads^f^^ 
the Matsya . while the Hari, Vdyu (11.32.52) and Mbh., 

(VII. 17.19 ; VIII. 5.49) have in 43.49, the Matsya reads 

According t0 Pargiter ( loc - cit -) is the correct 

reading. 

3TFTT: 5frfo5%TT^ 3TSTRR: I 

3% 3R<R[r: IjJncTT II HcFL 'HV.'AV || 
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their kingdom was known as Salva during the Maha- 
bhdrata period . 40 Evidently, therefore, the Haihaya 
confederacy occupied a territory which was bound by 
the Yamuna on the north-east, the Vetravatl or Betwa 
on the east, the Narmada on the south and the Sea and 
the desert on the west. 

V. 


The Puranic story of the Haihaya conquests can 
shortly be summarised. The Hai- 
™ E " A !” AYA hayas possibly from Malva to which 

CONQUESTS. . . , , . ., , . , , 

Avanti, one of their tribes, furnished 
the name, proceeded to conquer the east. Bhadrasrenya 
its king seized the kingdom of Divodasa son of Bhima- 
ratha, the king of Kasis, an Eastern tribe. Divodasa re- 
covered Varanasi, the capital from Bhadrasrenya’s sons ; 
but one of them, Durdama, recaptured it. Ultimately 
Divodasa’ s son Pratardana drove out the Haihayas from 
Varanasi and regained the city . 47 Haryasva, another 
king of the Kiasis, fought the Vitahavya-Haihayas at the 
confluence of the Ganges and Jumna. They killed him 
but were driven back by Pratardana, and the Vita- 
havya king had to find refuge with Bhrgu . 48 Driven 


46. Dey, op. cit., pp. 127, 132, 175 ; Parciter, op. cit., pp. 335 
n § ; 342nt ; 349 n§ ; Mbh., II. 14.5-10, 21-25 ; III. 14-22 ; 14.16, 
20, 21 ; 17.4,19 ; 20.15 ; 116.6 ; 254.10; 264.6 ; IV. 1.11,12; 30.2; V. 
48.74, 79 ; 175.2, 5 ; VII. 11.8, 14 ; XVI. 7.69 ; etc ; Hari, I. 36.15; 
37.16. 

47. Vayu, II. 30.23-26 ; 61-65; Hari, I. 29.29-34 ; 69-72; I, 
32.23-35. 


48. Mbh,. XIII. 30.10-57. 

TTl 

II <1 ° II 

( Continued an next 1>age) 
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from the east, the Haihayas turned to the west and con- 
quered the kingdom of Salva which was to the east of 
Aravalli hills . 49 Then among the Haihayas arose 
Arjuna Rartavfrya, a mighty conqueror, a samraj and 
a cakravartin — the first Indian Emperor . 60 As we read 
the Puranic traditions we see a 
mighty conqueror, headstrong and 
restless, devastating both in wrath 
and conquest, rise before us. He propitiated Dattatreya 
and started on an extensive conquest which raised the 


ARJUNA 

KARTAVIRYA 


;( Continued from previous page) 

II 'll II 

3% sftcTfsq-: I 

arewspTt n w ii 

3PR ^ ^ 5F& m n vh ii 

^ si#fai n?r: ii h* ii 

49. Cf. Mbh., XII. 234.33 ; XIII. 137-23. 
sttktt ^f^rrqrtr ^ir^r; srcimFi. i 

u?Tf n 

50. Malsya, 43 ; Vdyu, II. 32 ; Hart, I. 33 ; Padma, V. 12. 

q % cH: | 

SfWItnWWTCI II fft.'i.U.lo II 

sfoft mi ?T7rTSTT I 
twgsn *RU*T 3^1 f%$HT f%<TT II I'A II 
I rrtifaq: i 

s ^^wrmrqis =^cfr ^ f n u 
tr t JiFiPng^ff in^Tc^ i 

4Wfi«^nfiwr 3^ cT^TT II \\ II 
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Haihaya power to the highest. He invaded the terri- 
tories near the mouth of the Narmada which were then 
occupied by the Nagas, a civilised race which had mari- 
time connections even with Babylon. Once Purukutsa 
the Puru king of the Inner Band had come to their as- 
sistance, but now Arjuna destroyed them hip and thigh 
killing their king Karkotaka. And on the ruins of the 
Naga settlement on the banks of Narmada arose the 
first great Aryan city of the Western India, Mahismati. 


3 



LECTURE III 

PARAsURAMA’S CONQUEST OF GUJARATA. 


Mahismati on the Narmada, capital of Anupadesa — The 
extent of Arjuna’s empire — Mahismati of later traditions — 
Mihi§mati of King Nila — The career of Arjuna — Parasurama 
— Agni Aurva, his successor. 


All the important Puranas contain the valuable tradi- 
tion of the foundation of Mahismati 
mahi$matt by Arjuna , 1 which is evidently based 

on facts ; and if the city of Mahismati was situate in 
Gujarata it furnishes an important link in its history. 


I 

The Mahismati of Kartavlrya was situated at the 
place where now stands the town of Broach (Bhrgu- 
kaccha) in Gujarata. The characteristics of this city 
are preserved by the Puranas. All the authorities agree 
that it stood on the banks of Narmada ; that the tidal 
waves of the sea came right up to it and that it was a 
base of naval power. 

553cIT I 

M %rTTWTfcT II 


1. Matsya, 43.29; Vayu, II. 32.26; Padma, V. 12.130-132 ; 
Hart, I. 33.26 ; cf. footnote 50, Lecture II. 
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SrtfSpfrT I 

fairer: mm^n u 2 

When he [Klartavlrya] agitated the waters of the river in his 
gambols, the Narmada trembling with fear at his sight and be- 
coming highly astonished surrendered herself to him. He alone 
with his thousand arms swelled it by putting the water of the sea 
into it ; and increased it as it increases in the monsoon. And the 
ocean being thus agitated by his thousand arms became subdued 
by him, and extended his sea power so that the residents in the 
Platiala became inoffensive and quiet. 3 

Somehow this peculiarity appears to have been lost 
sight of by those who have tried to locate this city, but 
it is so clearly given in the Puranas that it admits of 
no doubt on this point. 

None of the places on the Narmada which have been 
heretofore identified as Mahismati stood or stands 
where the tidal waves could conceivably have reached. 
The only place on the Narmada which could have been 
possibly described in this manner must have stood 
somewhere near the site of the present city of Broach, 
which according to Hwen Thsang stood very near the 
sea in his time . 4 S. 

Being the capital of Kartavirya’s empire it must have 
occupied an important position in the 
anOpadeSa portion of the country over which he 


2. Matsya, 43.31-33 ; cf. also, Vayu, II. 32.28-30 ; Padma, V. 
12.132435; Had, I. 33. 

3. Matsya' Pur ana, Sacred Bodks of the Hindus , Vol. XVII, 
Part I, p. 114. 

4. Cunningham's Ancient Geography of India , Edited by 

S. N. Majumdar (hereafter referred to as Cunningham), p. 374. 



36 THE EARLY ARYANS IN GUJARATA 

held sway. Kartavirya isi called the ‘ lord of Anupa .’ 5 
Anupa literally means a place near the sea or a marshy 
place, and was applied to various tracts near the sea . 8 
In the Mahabharata times the word Anupa was applied 
to a kingdom, evidently insignificant, on the west coast . 7 
It also appears that Surastra, Anupa and Anarta were 
contiguous countries and that Anupa lay to the south 
of Surastra.® These references show that the only por- 
tion which could be called Anupa and which could have 


5. Mbh., III. 116.19 : 

ii 

The term “ lord of Anupa ” has been used in the Mbh. with 
reference to Nila (3T^lfoqfa:, Mbh., VI. 94.29) and Durdharsa 
( 3T TT3T5T Mbh., II. 4.28) also. 

6. Mbh., V. 19.9 ; Vayu, II. 26.86 ; Hart, II. 37.30 : 

Tl^ fl5|F5f WKTCHlfeft: I 

# u n. *n. 'a.'aa u 

Ffq: || sffjj. II 

spr tif i 

faqt ISTfmltSMJITgqq- n MM® || 

Also, (Mbh., II. 26.9 ; 30.27 ; 34.10 ; etc). 

7. Mbh., V. 4.18; also, Mbh., II. 4.28; V. 19.9. 

WTO?* *T5TH: I 

Wttaf ^ qfsjill^'TW ^ || R. ¥lf. 'a.VAC II 

8. Han., II. 37.30-40: 

am % remmRT HfT i 

9 Ti%rerR: tr?rR 11 fft. MMi ii 

fiRwtr. 1 

sth$ ?rw % trs 11 11 
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a capital situate on the Narmadia must be the portion 
of Gujarata between the Mahi and the Tapti. 

The extent of the empire as shown above clearly 
shows that its most important portion was Anupa, i.e., 
Gujarata. And neither Mandala 9 nor Maheshwar 10 nor 
Mandhata 11 with which Mahismatl is attempted to be 
identified, occupies a central position with regard to this 
kingdom ; it would be more natural to expect its capi- 
tal somewhere nearer the sea, and, being on the Nar- 
mada, it must be somewhere near Broach. 

II 

During the period when the Mahabharata was com- 
posed Kartavirya’s country and its capital Mahismatl 
appear to have ceased to exist. Then Aryavarta except 
for the kingdom of Vidarbha was for all practical pur- 
poses bounded on the south by Narmada and consisted 
of well-defined kingdoms . 12 None of Kartavirya’s line 
is mentioned as having reigned in Mahismatl after 
him. Jayadhvaja, a descendant of Kartavirya, is a 
king of Avanti . 13 


9. Cunningham, p. 559 ; Sleeman, Journ. As. Soc. Bengal , 
1837, p. 622. 

10. Wilfqrd, Astatic Researches, 1807, p. 105 ; Imperial Gazet- 
teer, X, p. 329 ; Cunningham, p. 560. 

11. Pargiter, Mdrkandeya Purdna, pp. ix (intr.), 333 n. t ; 
Fleet, JR AS, 1920, pp. 444-447. 

12. Cf. Mbh., II. 31 ; III. 88,89, 117,118 ; VI. 9 ; etc., which 
show that various southern countries were peopled by non-Aryans. 

13. Matsya, 43.46 ; Vdyu, II. 32.49-50 ; Hart, I. 33.49 ; Padma, 
V. 12.145. 

^ W- ^ I 

snrsrsra t-Ecir n mv. n 
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Kalidasa in the Raghuvathsa mentions a king Pratipa, 
descended from Kartavirya, holding 
mahismati of sway at Mahismati . 14 But neither 

ture not the the Epics nor the Puranas mention 
capital of the any such name in his line and the 

HAIHAYAS. , , . , , 

poet seems to have given a local 
habitation, name and a traditional lineage to an ima- 
ginary king with a view merely to heighten the literary 
effect of the situation by a recital of the glorious deeds 
of Kartavirya. On the contrary, it is quite clear that 
in Kalidasa’s time no city of the name of Mahismati 
with the memories of Kartavirya attached to it was 
known to exist on the northern bank of Narmada. Be- 
cause had there been any such city, Meghaduta on his 
way from Amarakantaka to Vidisa and Ujjain would 
not have failed to halt at the town where once the 
thousand-armed Haihaya ruled and thus give the poet 
an opportunity for an eulogistic outburst. 

Ill 

The Mahismati of the Mahabharata and the Puranas 
is the city where lived a tribe designated as Mahisa, 
Mahisaka, Mahisika or Mahisaka . 15 


14. Raghuvathsa , VI. 43 : 








15. Mahi§a ( Hari , I. 14.18 ; Bjhatsamhita, 9.10) ; Mahi§aka 
( Mbh., VI. 9.59 ;j XIII. 33.22 ; Brhatsamhita , 17.26) ; Mahisika 
(Matsya, 114.47) ; Mahisaka ( Markmdeya , 57.46 ; Vdyu, I. 45. 
125 ; Mbh., VIII. 44.43 ; XIV. 83.11). The last passage (Mbh., 

( Continued on next page) 
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The position of this city could be ascertained by a 
reference to the Epics and the Puranas, all of which 
agree in considering it a country of the Daksinapatha. 
Sahadeva comes to it only after crossing the Narmada, 
but after conquering Avanti, Bhojakata, Kosala and 
Prakkosala — perhaps the same as Mahakosala of Hwen 
Thsang, 16 — the kings on the banks of the Venya (Vain- 
ganga) , the Pulindas (Pulmadai of Ptolemy) and 
Kiskindhia . 17 The Asvamedha Parva puts Mahisaka 
between Andhra and Kollagiri , 18 the Bhisrrn Parva 


( Continued from previous page) 

XIV. 83.11) according to Pargiter (Mdrkarideya Pur ana, p. 333' 
nj) reads “ Miahi§makas ” ; the word is not found in Sorensen's 
Index to Names in the Mahdbharata, and all the printed editions 
of the Mahdbharata have “ Miahi§aka ” in XIV. 83.11. 

3 T-ET ft#?!) I 

II 'M'tf.'u II 

tjwsMr i 

RvrSRRl: II q. qf. V ^ II 
qi%?i£nsr: i 

HTOSf nr^fTEC. i| 'nv.v^s n 

gwrcr i 

qpcrer qsfti: n 373. 'i.x’A.'m 11 

Some further quotations are given below in footnotes 18, 19, 21, 
24, 28 and 29. 

16. Cf. Cunningham, pp. 595, 735-36. 

17. Mbh., II. 31.10-21. 

18. Mbh.', XIV. 83.11 : 

crsnft i 
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with the southern countries like Karnataka ! 19 In the 
Ramayana Risk. K., it is placed between Vidarbha and 
Rclka 20 on the one hand, and Kalinga and Danda- 
karanya on the other . 21 

In the Matsya Purana it is placed between Plandya, 
Kerala, Cola on the one hand and Kalinga, Vidarbha, 
Dandaka and countries on the Narmada on the other . 28 
Further it is not mentioned as one of the countries on 
the western extremity of (as a matter of fact, surround- 
ing) the Vindhyas though Kiskindhaka which is to the 


19. Mbh., VI. 9.58-59: 

I 

JJTW ijte qsRTlfitel: II V II 
^°IT23FI rrfWTW ♦jjU'hlWsjT II 

20. Bhandarkar, Early History of the Dekkhan, Bombay, 
1895, p. 3. 

21. Ramayana, Ki§kindhd Kanda, 41.11-12 (Nimayasagar Ed.) 

rl«n WFRTcT: II 1 1 II 

S^SJ %5PTPSiTT8J II 'l '< II 

22. Matsya, 114.46-51 ; cf. Vdyu, I. 45.124-125 ; Mdrkatytfeya, 
57.46-49. 

qt ^roiiqsrqii^: i 

qpssjrsr %*55r«hr %5i: =q 11 *icw. u 

5T5TO%T q:feirm Sflsi: II W b || 

gfo^i l^rr b 11 

% ^n^rc^T: i v b i 
arq^Rireg ^ u m a u 
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north of Mahisaka is placed there. 23 The Markandeya 
Parana places it between Maharastra and Kalinga. 24 

From a careful perusal of these lists the following con- 
clusions can be deduced : — 

(1) That Kiskindhaka was/ on the Vindhya 25 but 
Mahisaka, which was to the south of it, was not. 

(2) That Mahisaka was to the south of Narmada 
and not quite on its southern bank. 

(3) That it was further to the south of Vidarbha 
and between Kalinga, Andhra, Kollagiri and Dandaka. 
These countries are now identified beyond controversy. 

(4) That at the time the town known as Mahismati 
was neither on the north bank of the Narmada, nor 
anywhere near the sea, nor within that portion of the 
country which could be identified with AnupadeSa. 

These conclusions leave no doubt whatsoever that the 
Mahismati of king Nila was not the Mahismati of king 
Kartavlrya. 


23. Matsya, 114.51-54 ; cf. Vayu , I. 45.132-134 ; Markandeya , 
57.52-55. 

frrafra wit*? i 

3iT*rr *rqr s? u u 

tr% SRCP'T: Jeq-RTT || \\ 

24. Markarujieya, 57.46 : 

fteqT JTR sfTW. I 

rr?R;n?r ii 

25. Contra, Dey, Geographical Dictionary, pp. 100-101, where 

Ki$kindha is 'placed near Dharwar in the Bombay Presidency. The 
words in the Puranic authorities cited in the 

earlier footnotes conclusively prove that Kiskindhaka was on the 
Vindhyas. 
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But if anything more was required the description of 
mahismat! of Mahismati of Nila, as given in the 
king nila Mahabharata, Sabha P., would be 

sufficient to make its identification with the city of the 
great Haihaya king impossible. 

King Nila though at one place called ‘ king of Anupa ’ 
(a clear case of transfer of traditional epithet )* 8 is 
neither a Haihaya nor a Yadava nor one reported to 
have descended from some eminent founder of the fami- 
lies of Aryan kings. His people are not Aryans of 
any well-known stock but Nilayudhas (or Lila- 
yudhas) 27 They have given up the sacred rights , 28 
and their easy morals have nothing in common with 


26. Mbh ., VI. 94. 29 ; cf. footnote 5 above. 

sr^fo'TTct: sift SPsTf I 

27. Mbh., V. 19.23-24 ; VI. 56.13. Pargiter (op. cit., p. 334 
note) reads “ Hlayudha ” for “ nllayudha ” in the former passage 
according to the Calcutta edition ; Sorensen (op. cit., s.v. ' Nila- 
yudha’) regards the Calcutta variant — Lilayudha — as an * error/ 

<t*it tif u n. ^rr. 'O ii 

7^71# II || 

jf)5513[^t%7 II IT. *TJ. 3 II 

28. Mbh., XIII. 33.22-23 : 

I755R TfiTPTr I 

m II 
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• 

the high standard imposed by Aryan civilisation.-'* And 
therefore Mahismatl of Nila was a city of a non-Aryan 
people and could not be the city of a king whose right- 
eous deeds and famous sacrifices were the admiration of 
posterity. 30 


IV 

There was also a third city by name Mahismatl 
founded by Mucukunda, the son of Mandhata, at a 
place where the Vindhya and the Rksa mountains 
meet. 11 That city appears to have disappeared alto- 
gether. 


29. Mbh., VIII. 44.43 : 





30. Cf. Mbh., 49.35-37 ; XIII. 152.3-11 ; Matsya, 43.20-25 ; 
Vdyu, II. 32.17-20 ; Markandeya, 19.27-28 ; Hari, I. 33.8-25 ; 
Padma, V. 12.123.126. 


fo OHS 3 OlRRlff I I 

STTHTlf ifffOT HUT || fft. 'i.^.n. II 

Of Off fTfMTfl > 

of of woofer. n n 

0T0? 35TR I 

0 sf sRI&ftfw off 'TTTW: I 

otfrOHTfrfofT O II II 

31. Hari, II. 38.19-20 : 


WRigoifam I 
oT^socfi or gft 5raRigqoTH^r II 


OOftffFRft: <TTf OoftHTT OfT^H | 
0*f fffHORTO fsEjT 'THTOT WH II 
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There is also no doubt that during the posi-Mahabha- 
rata and Buddhistic times there was a town somewhere 
to the south of the Vindhya which was called by the 
name of Mahismati or Maheshmati. It also appears 
that on account of the identity of names those who have 
sought to locate Mahismati have naturally found great 
difficulty in finding out a suitable place which can ans- 
wer the description of the three Mahismatis, one of 
Kartavlrya, another of Nila and a third mentioned in 
Mahavanso , 32 Whether the two cities last mentioned 
were situated on the site of Mandla or of Chauli- 
Maheshwar or of Mandhata does not affect the ques- 
tion as to where Kartavlrya’ s capital lay . 33 

V 

But to turn to the founder of the city. Kartavlrya 
led his conquering host against Ravana and brought him 

32. Published by the University of Bombay, XII. 3,29 ; pp. 66, 
68 : Fleet, JR AS, 1910, pp. 425-447. 

eft i 

3T^lfir II tTfprol II 

33. It seems likely that after Parasurama destroyed Mahi§- 
mati, the Bhargavas established another city near the site and 
named it Bhrgukaccha to glorify their ancestor. The late Mr. 
V. R. Karandikar, Hon. Secretary of the Narmada Valley Re- 
search Board, who had appreciated the importance of the Puranas 
in unravelling ancient history, had commenced his investigations 
of identifying the Mahismati of Arjuna in the light of data sup- 
plied by the Puranas. In the first issue of “ Ancient India ” he 
indicated his preference for Choli on the strength of the description 
oF Mahismati in the Ramdyana ; unfortunately, he died before 
he could pursue his studies of the Narmada Valley civilisation any 
further. 
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in captivity to his capital . 34 In one of his numerous 
raids on the territories in the north occupied by the 
Yayati group of tribes he also came across Apava 
Vasistha, burnt his hermitage and was cursed. 3 ' Later 
in life, the Haihaya conqueror proud of his overpowering 
might, tried to overcome Aryavarta where tribes of the 
Inner Band small in number but greater in culture con- 
tested with each other for supremacy. The Bhrgus 
claiming descent from Cyavana who had been driven 
out of their settlements on the banks of Narmada by 
Krtavlrya, the father of Arjuna, had also settled 
there . 36 Urva was one of them. His son Rclka styled 


34. Matsya, 43.37-39 ; Vdyu, II. 32.35-36 ; Padma, V. 12.136- 
138 ; Hart, I. 33.34-35 ; also, Raghuvariisa, VI. 38-40. 

q%rf*r: st\: i 

* 5 fnrr JTtfftcfr 5 qqs ^ n 11 

qff qRta qr^WFqi srwnq q || || 

q 

35. Matsya, 43.41-43 ; 44.12-14 ; Vdyu, II. 32.44-47 ; 33.13 ; 
Padma, V. 12.141-143 ; Hari, I. 33.42-45 ; MM., XII. 49.41-43, 
Matsya (68.9) however wrongly calls him Cyavana. 


^ tftfq: II II 

9117^3 Ml n a n 

9TRT7T7 =7 3TT7c3^IrT cTO I 

3 srfar ^RigqRTT^^ n ii 


36. For the account given in this paragraph, vide Mbh., I. 178; 
III. 115-117 ; XII. 49 ; XIII. 4 ; 52-56 ; etc. ; Vdyu, I. 29.62-88-; 
32.46-47 ; Padma, VI. 268 ; Hari, I. 27.16-41 ; etc. Dr. Sukthan- 
kar has admirably presented the Bhfgu material in the Mahd- 
bhdrata in his “ Epic Studies (VI) : The Bhrgus and the Bharata " 
(Annals of Bhand. Or, Res. Inst., XVII, pp. 1-76). 
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4 the son of Cyavana ,’ 37 a famous Rsi and a* great war- 
rior skilled in archery, had by Satyavati the daughter of 
Gadhi or Gathin, and sister of the famous Vi^vamitra, 
among others a son by name Jamadagni. He was also 
trained in arms and had married Renuka, the daughter 
of the king of Ayodhya . 38 Arjuna raided Jamadagni’s 
hermitage, illtreated him and carried away his cattle. 
Jamadagni’s youngest son Rama, furious at the offence 
offered to his venerable father, killed Arjuna. Arjuna’s 
sons retaliated by taking the life of Jamadagni . 30 Rama 

37. Mbh., XIII. 4.8 : 

at ww *rm: i 

$$ rawm fag% riqJ^r fcm: h 

38. Mbh., III. 115.20 ; XII. 49.7,29 ; III. 116.2. 

f^^rt <3t% wnwra i u •*<> u 

err »ITf^Plgg^R 5# S(§: II W.HI.'R.'^.u II 

% trsrerfOTRi i 

^ gW: II *UTU. 5 m.'* II 

39. Mbh., Ill, 116. 19,21 ; XII. 49.48-50. 

w snsig. i 

3TSTC 5RtfFRT TO8T =W II II 

<l*lt wf^RT: I 

?r wcf g<il sTwgisr: 11 «. *n. i v*v*<: u 

( Continued on next page) 
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thereupon *as the head of the Bhrgus, and supported 
evidently by the whole strength of Aryiavarta , 40 declared 
war against Arjuna’s sons, destroyed the Haihaya 
power, razed Mahismatl to the ground, and established 
himself in Surparaka . 41 

Parasurama according to the Purdnas destroyed the 

{Continued from previous page) 

SRqTJRRT I 

3 HWfngsprercr 11 u 

STTRPFcT II 'A® II 

40. Klanyakubja and Ayodhyia being allied by marital relations 
naturally helped the Bhrgus. For the inference that the whole 
Aryiavarta raised its arms against the Haihayas, cf. Mbh., V. 156. 
4-9 ; and also footnote 44 infra 

41. Padma, VI, 268.23-78 ; Mbh. , III. 85.43 ; 88.12 ; VII.70 ; 

IX. 49.7-10 ; XII. 49.64-68 ; XIII. 62.34 ; 137.12 etc. ; Hart, L 
41.111-120. Some accounts, however, state that Rama retired to 
Mahendra.— Cf. Mbh., III. 85.16 ; 87.22 ; 117.14 ; Hari , I. 41.119 ; 
Padma, I. 39.14. ‘ , is mentionecl as the place 

where Rama retired in the Padma (VI. 268.78). 

fa:83%TT 5T>J: I 

• *t. *tt. u 

% ^rr: i 

WmfsFfci: II n 

dtt i 

* % flW w II ^ ^ II 

cRf: SFTCFcTFT T^ I 

5frR3pHT^T ^STCRW£tcR5g II $v» II • . 

*T Hfli cT& ^TRT I 

arfwn^ il r. iivs.iv it 
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Ksatriayas twenty-one times and rid the- world of 
them . 42 

The story as given in Dronaparva indicates the place 
occupied by Rama in the imagination of Puranic 
authors . 43 

The Outer Band Haihayas were pushed further away 
by the aggressive might of the Aryans from the banks 
of Sarasvatl and Drsadvatl ; the bounds of Aryavarta 
which were uptill then co-extensive only with a part 
of modern Punjab receded to Narmada on the south 
and possibly Ayodhya in the east . 44 At the end of a 
long and glorious career of conquest this mighty Bhrgu 
true to Brahmanical ideals gave up the world he had 
conquered by way of gift to Kasyapa and retired to 
Surparaka . 45 

As a result of these incessant wars the whole of India 
north of Narmada came to be ruled by Aryan kings. 
Parasurama was looked upon as the father of the mar- 
tial art ; as tne embodiment of triumphant ArySvarta ; 
later tradition made him immortal, attributed to him 


42. Padma, VI. 268.76 ; Hart, I. 41.115-116 ; Mbh., I. 64.4 ; 
104.4 ; III. 117.9 ; VII. 70.20 ; VIII. 31.46 ; XII. 48.9-10 ; 49.64 ; 
XIII. 142.76; 

9##^ n n. *tt. ii 

43. Mbh., VII. 70.1-23. 

44. Pratardana of KasI {supra, Lecture II, footnote 47) Sagara 
of Ayodhya {infra, footnote 50) and probably Karandhama, Avik- 
§it and Marutta of Vaisal! {Markarideya, Adhy. 121-131) were 
mainly instrumental in checking the onrush of the Haihayas, in 
destroying their power and in extending the region of Aryavarta 
beyond the Punjab. Vide also footnote 40 above. 

45. Cf. footnote 41. 
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legends far removed in time from the days of Arjuna 
and Jamadagni and raised him to Godhood as the sixth 
incarnation of Visnu 46 and we can gather the impression 
which later generations had of this tremendously power- 
ful man, august and invincible, overshadowing all mar- 
tial exploits from the picture which Valmlki draws of 
him. 

Then the king (Dasaratha) saw Bhargava, the son of Jama- 
dagni, the destroyer of kings ; dreadful in his matted locks ; in- 
vincible as Mount Kailasa ; difficult to face like the fires of final 
destruction ; luminous with numberless lights ; invisible to the 
ordinary eye. He bore the axe on bis shoulder, and his bow 
flashing like lightning shafts. Holding aloft a fearful arrow, like 
Siva bent on the destruction of the demon, he came . 47 

The most exaggerated description of his exploits is 
found in the Dronaparva of Mahabhdrata . 49 


46. Matsya, 47.244 ; Vdyu, II. 36.90 ; Padma, VI. 268.12-15 ; 
Hart, I. 41.120 ; Mbh., XII. 339.84,103-4. 

^rrci i 

5 iTfl^Ecr«ri qsf i *rw. 11 

47. Ramdyana , Balakarida , 74.17-19 : 

*wifTrfite 5:^ n 1<s 11 

spisi ^ Bigger w fimq; u i*. 11 

48. Mbh., VTI.70. The above passage is from M. N. Durr's 
translation of the Mahabharata, Drorxa Parva, Adhy. 70, st. 4-14, 

18-22, p. 100. 

4 
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Single-handed and with a single bow, he vanquished and des- 
patched to the abode of Death, four and sixty times ten thousand 
Ksatriyas. 

In that slaughter were included fourteen thousand K$atriyas all 
contemners of the Brahmanas. Then again he slew many K§atri- 
yas of the Dantakrula country. 

He slew a thousand K§atriyas with his bludgeon, a thousand 
with his sword and a thousand of the Haihayas also by hanging 
them. 

Heroes with their chariots, steeds and elephants, lay slain on 
the field of battle, by the intelligent son of Jamadagni, who had 
been exasperated by the death of his father. 

Then Rama slew with his axe ten thousand K§atriyas. He then 
could not bear the hot words uttered by his enraged adversaries. 

When the twice born sects exclaimed saying 4 O Rama, the des- 
cendant of Bhfgu's race,’ then the puissant son of Jamadagni 
proceeding against the Kasmlras, the Daradas, the Kuntis, the 
K$udrakas, the Mialavas, the Arigas, the Varigas, the Kalihgas, the 
Videhas, the Tamraliptakas, the Rak$ovasas, the Vitahotras, the 
Trigarttas and the Martikavartas, the Sivis and other kingly races, 
thousands in number, inhabiting various countries, slew them all 
with his arrows of exceeding sharpness. 

Going from country to country, he slew thousands and crores 
of K^atriyas creating a deluge of blood and filling many lakes 
with it, which was as red as Indra-Gopakas or the wild fruit known 
as Vandhujiva — and also bringing under his sway all the eighteen 
divisions of the earth, that descendant of Bhrgu s race, 

Celebrated a hundred holy sacred sacrifices in which he gave 
away profuse sacrificial presents. 

That lord, that hero having relieved the earth, for twenty-one 
times, of her burdens of the K^atriya population and having cele- 
brated a hundred sacrifices, gave her away to the Brahmanas. 

The earth with her seven grand divisions was bestowed by 
him upon the twice-born son of Marlca (Kasyapa). Then the 
latter addressed Rama saying—' “ Go you out of this Earth, at my 
command.” 

At the words of Ka&yapa, that best of warriors obedient to the 
Biiahmaria’s command, caused, by the fall of his arrows, the very 
ocean 1 to roll back. 
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Then going to the foremost of mountains, namely, the Mahendra 
mountain, he continued to live there. Even that enhancer of 
the glory of the Bhfgu race, that one endowed with desirable quali- 
ties, 

That son, of Jamadagni, of illustrious renown, and great efful- 
gence, had to die. 


VI 

The Bhrgu-Haihaya conflict does not seem to have 
ended with Parasuiiama. The sway of the Haihaya- 
Talajanghas stretched from the Gulf of Cambay to the 
Ganges-Jumna doab and thence to Benares . 48 A later 
tradition has been mixed up with this and the allies of 
the Haihayas are described to be Sakas, Yavanas, Kam- 
bojas, Paradas and Pahlavas from the north-west . 30 But . 

49. Cf. Mbk, XIII. 30.11 : 

*r gwi*r i 

50. For the alliance of Haihaya-Talajanghas with Sakas, Yava- 
nas, etc., and the account of Bahu, Aurva and Sagara dealt with 
in this paragraph, vide : Vdyu, II. 26.120-143 ; Padrruh, VI. 21.12- 
34 ; Hart, I. 13.30-34 ; 14.3-21 ; Mbh., III. 106.7-8 ; Rdmdyma, 

I. 70.26-37 ; II. 110.15-24. The Rdmayana , however, calls Bahu, 
Asita (I. 70.29; II. 110.15), and names the Bhargava (who was 
Aurva Agni) as Cyavana (I. 70.31, 3fi; II. 110.19), 

tsttecTBSfts? m>: II §ft 'J.'l'M II 

qpi: dflTsfar: dfdr: ^1: I 

m\: W TOdJTFT. II V || 

PT1PRRT TT 5 H S I II II 

dRff 3 srwt ssftwnd; n % . ii 

( Continued an next page) 
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apart from the chronological lapse, the Haihayas drove 
out Bahu, the king of Ayodhya, who took refuge in the 
hermitage of Aurva Bhargava whose personal name was 
Agni. Evidently he was the descendant or successor 
of ParaSurama, Parasurama himself being an Aurva ac- 
cording to some Puranas . 51 Bahu’s queen gave birth to 
a son, by name Sagara. Aurva brought him up and 
having destroyed the Haihayas installed him as the 
king of Ayodhya. Aurva is reported to have destroyed 
them with his weapon which is described as Jamadag- 
neyastra. This tradition shows that the Haihayas had 
conquered upto Ayodhya and the famous line of 
Ayodhya kings owed their rule to the Bhrgu-Haihaya 
conflict. 


(Continued from previous page) 

si 3 *r|f«tcrr i 

wNrrt n « n 

3TT% 5TRTW[T^ am [ ] f^r I 

n ^ it 

arm 3 i 

s ^ smfcrtr: n «jo n 

hanftnrapns fst w- cRifrr u a n 

51. Cf. Mbh., XIII. 153.11 : 

< 



LECTURE IV 


THE BHRGU -H AI H AY A CONFLICT 

Facts from the Puranas — Bhj-gu-Haihaya conflict in Gujarata 
— Vedic evidence — Vitahavya or Srfijaya — Vitahavya, same as 
Haihaya9 — Jamadagni, historical person— Vedic version of the 
conflict — Conflict associated with Ddsardjna — The Battle of 
Ten Kings, an aspect of Haihaya Bhrgu conflict— Synchronizes 
close of the Mantra period. 

From the testimony of the Puranas the following facts 
may be considered to have been historical : 

(а) Arjuna-Kartavirya led the Haihaya confederacy 

of tribes to the river Narmada and founded 
Mahismatl near modem Broach as the capital 
of Anupadesa. 1 

(б) He raided Aryavarta where lived the panca- 

janah, the Midland Aryans. Led by the 
Bhrgus, the Midland Aryans worsted Arjuna 
Kartavirya, raided Anupadesa and destroyed 
his capital. 2 

(c) Parasuriama, the chief of the Bhrgus settled on 
the banks of the Narmada and on the sea- 
board to the south upto Bombay. 3 

1. Supra, note 50, Lecture II, and note 1, Lecture III ; 
Matsya, 43.13-29 ; Vayu, II. 32.8-26 ; Padma, V. 12.117-130 ; Hmi , 

I. 33.8-26. 

2. Supra, notes 34-36, Lecture III ; Matsya 43.40-44 ; Vayu, 

II. , 26.46-47 ; Padma, V. 12.140-143 ; Hart, I. 33.44-47. 

3. Supra, note 41, Lecture III. 
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I 

The question next to be considered is : 

(a) Whether there is any corroborative evidence to 

support the historicity of the Haihaya-Bhrgu 
conflict ? 

( b ) Whether such conflict and the Aryan occupa- 
tion which followed it could be located in 
modern Gujarata ? 


Several facts point to the conclusion that the conflict 
„„„ or at least one of its final stages took 

of the place in modern Gujarata and that, 

conflict. as a consequence, both Gujarata and 

Konkan were occupied by the Aryans. 

1. As already shown, Kartavlrya’s Mahismati can 
only be on the banks of Narmada about the place where 
stands modern Broach, and it was destroyed by the 
Bhrgus. 

2. Surparaka where Parasurama settled was the sea- 
board tract of which Sopara, near Bassein, is the rem- 
nant. 4 


Then the sea brought forth the land called Surp&raka at the end 
of the earth for the sake of the son of Jamadagni . 5 

3. According to the Puranas, Bhrgu practised auster- 
ities at Dasasvamedha, (a sacred place still near 
Broach) for a thousand divine years, and thereafter it 


4. Burgess, Ind. Ant., 1 , p. 321 ; Antiquities of Kathiawad and 
Kaccha, p. 131 ; Dey, Geographical Dictionary, pp. 197-198. 

5. Mbh., XII. 49.62 : 

cRT: SPM: TTFT^cTW I 
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came to be known as Bhrgutlrtha. 6 Bharukaccha (a 
variant of Bhrgukaccha) itself is referred to in Mahd- 
bharuta 7 

4. The Asrama of Cyavana reputed to be in the 
Vaidurya mountain was on the banks of Narmada. 8 


6. Cf. Matsya, 193.23-24, 59-60. The mouth of Narmad& is 
called Jlamadagnya, — Matsya, 194.34-35. 

II b » 

Tfapi 3 II Vf a II 

infcrar f%«rct toPtt ii ii 

Cfdt JI^Nl II 1 VM* b II 

#gf m srer^: u ^ a ii 

7. Mbh., II. 51.10. Majumdar Sastri perhaps relying on Par- 
GITER ( Markandeya Pur ami, p. 3,39 n**) is apparently right in 
stating that Bhrgukaccha is “ probably not mentioned in the epics ” 
( Cunningham , p. 699). In Sanskrit and Pali, Bharukaccha is an 
obvious variant for Bhrgukaccha. Curiously enough, none of the 
MSS of the Mahabharata examined by the Bhandarkar Institute, 
according to Dr. Sukthankar, the General Editor, reads ‘ Bhrgu- 
kaccha, ’ and the reading “ Bharukaccha ” tentatively adopted by 
the Editor, Prof. Edgerton, is in the words of the General Editor, 

4 quite uncertain/ 

51# =5T fiFWRPI I 

§3tptptr$?i3it^ n jt.vtu.m.'I'* ii 

8. Mbh., III. 121.19,21,22. 

cT^TI tfflf I 

S|T ^ II 3S II 

II II 

( Continued an next page) 
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5. Markandeya himself was of the Bhrgu clan and 
had his home at Payosnl, 9 identified with Puma, the 
tributary of Tapti together with the lower part of Tapti 
to which Puma continues. 

6. The Bhrgus also lived in the region on the north 
of Sahya mountain in which the river Godavari flowed. 

Now along the northern half of the Sahya mountains, that region 
in which the river Godavari flows, is a delightful one compared 
even with the whole earth ; Govardhana is the charming city of 
the high-souled Bhargava race. 10 

7. Even now Parasurama-ksetra stands near Vaj- 
reshwari about 25 miles from Bassein. 

8. The Bhargava Brahmins who resided on the 
banks of the Narmada and at Mandvi and Kamlej on 

( Continued from previous page) 

!#r grfcrgrft i 

WFwnra g ri i 

gift giqf g ggg^ggragrc: n u 

9. Markandeya Purdria, 4.23 ; 45.18 ; 52.14-17 ; Mbh ., Ill, 

88.4-5 ; 183-61 ; 188.97 ; 190.2 ; 217.5-6 ; etc ; Pargiter, Markay- 
4eya Purana, ,pp. viii, 19, 219, 262, 269, 299, etc. 

gut g%RL*n^ srft n grlotg.v.^ n 

qgWt n g.gT. c . v b n 

3?ft grg gfigfft gr%<ftgf ttir^ti: i 

snrf iim gwr ii h ii 

10. Pargiter, Markandeya Purana , p. 310 ; Mmkaoideya 
Purdqa, 37.34-35. 

ggrer gM ^ m i 

Sftsgwft fcFTRT g sftft ggfcg: II \rs II 
ftggg gt ^ grftrer gficgg; » ^ a n 
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the Taptf trace their descent from Parasurama and so 
do the Brahmins of Konkan. 11 

9. Looking to the extent of Surparaka, as given in 
the Puranic authorities, it is quite clear that it was a 
large tract with both the banks of Narmada included in 
it. 13 If, therefore, Mahismatl was near Broach and 
Anupadesa was the sea-board tract round about it, the 
whole of the tract must be inferred as absorbed in the 
Surparaka occupied by the midland Aryans who mig- 
rated with Parasurama. No wonder that only some 
kingdom on the west coast known as the Anupa sur- 
vived at the time of the Pandavas. 

Ill 

It now becomes necessary to consider the evidence 
from the Vedic sources to find corroboration of this con- 
flict. 

The Puranic tradition referred to in the Second Lec- 
ture gives an indisputable synchronism. 


11. Cf. Bharatavarfiya Practna Caritra Kosa, Poona, 1932, 
p. 401 ; Iravati Karve, Jourtt. Univ. Bam., Vol. 1, Part 1, p. 115- 

12. Mbh., III. 118.8-16 ; XIII. 25.50 ; Pargiter, Mdrkandeya 
Pumria, p. 338 n *. 


s ^ crtsfa 5 stot 

3*T ; SPTIcr: gg I 

f|t: sfacaji afsRf — 

sriw sgwrm u n. 11 

ewT i 

II q. *TT. ILVvV U 
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Arjuna Kartavirya 

Jamadagni 

Visvamitra 

Jayadhvaja 

| 

ParaSurama 

1 

Sunah§epa 

Talajangha 

Vltihotra or 
Vitahavya 




According to the Puranic authorities Jamadagni’s 
mother and Visv&mitra were sister and brother ; and 
SunahSepa, adopted as a son by Visvamitra, was a 
Bhrgu, and according to some Puranas, a brother of 
Jamadagni . 13 

Arjuna is not referred to at all by the Rgveda Sam- 
hita. 1 * Vltahotra or Vltahavya, the descendant of Kar- 
tavirya, is perhaps the same Vltahavya, the prince, who 
•according to Rgveda was associated with Bharadvaja 


13. Vayu, II. 29.89-92 ; Han, I. 27.13-44, 54-57 ; 32-52-53, 60- 
61 ; Mbh ., XII. 292.13. 

h mfawtinsn wrote i 

u&qt snan n t.'H.v. n 

HR5RW3TRRT II M II 

*r=W«l S3T:%9;: 95RtP5: II ^ II 

fr*JTT*f5lR*RRf 5 ^r:^qtsnar: I 

5TFH: H gfoTCW: II II 

14. Rgveda , I. 122.5 refers to one Arjuna, who is said to be the 
husband of Gho>§5. — Cf. Vedic Index , I, p. 251. 

3TT I 

3 9: ^ gpn 3ff 3T^JI 9t%q II 
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and Sudas the hero of the Battle of Ten Kings . 13 The 
Yajurveda Samhitas know of a Vltahavya Sriayasa ; and 
the Vedic Index considers him as the same or a descend- 
ant of the Rgvedic Vltahavya . 16 Athmvaveda however, 
is more illuminating. It refers to a Vltahavya as con- 
nected with the sage Jamadagni the Bhrgu . 17 The 


15. Cf. ligveda, VI. 15.2-3; VII. 19.3. 

frit R A gfact Rqqt | 

R <4 aiiqsrofelfqifeqd II V3 *a. 

H II 


tfq: qfa^sqTq R 5 fql q^iq 

qqq-. u $.Vv 3 II 


eA v F 3 Tt v iicfT q'tassq 5nqt gqre i 

si n 'OM n 

16. Taitt. Sant., V. 6.5.3 ; Kdthaka Sa?h., XXII. 3 ; Pane. Bra., 
XXV. 16.3 ; Vedic Index, II, p. 317. 

...tTcf I <r ssrr^rrc: eftqfsq: %qqq — 

q^w^q: aqr^iqi ar%qcr. ..u ft q. n 

<r ansrf^q^Ff: qN$c# sftafsq: rfrt; 

iRTcsrsn^un: qqTqqgqTqt.# qpi qpt 
gqrqgsqqq qiq % qpi gqpgsqfer q n A. sn. 

n 


17. Atharvaveda, VI. 137.1 ; Bloomfield, Sacred Books of the 
East , Vol. XLII, p. 31. According to the Vedic Index (II. p. 316) 
however, this legend has no value. — Cf. Bloomfield, op, ciu, 
p. 537. 
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Vltahavya, is not only the name of an individual but 
of a tribe or family which was connected with Jama- 
dagni. This leaves no doubt that the Vltahavya was 
the Vedio variant of the Purdnic Haihayas or an im- 
portant tribe of the latter confederacy . 18 

Vltahavya, the prince, associated with Sudas was 
possibly the king of the Srnjaya tribe . 10 In any event 
it is clear that Srnjaya-Vitahavyas were allied tribes or 
one was the sub-section of the other . 20 

So far as the Purdnic Jamadagni is concerned his 
identity with the Vedic Rsi of the name and his historic 
existence are beyond question. He composed a hymn 


18. The Pur anas mention Vitahavyas (or Vltihotras) as con- 
stituting Haihayas [ Matsya , 43.46-49 ; Vdyu. II. 32.49-52 ; Padma, 
V. 12.145-148 ; Hari, I. 33.49-52] and refer to their connection 
with the Bhrgus including Jamadagni, Parasurama and Aurva 
[ Matsya , 43 ; Vdyu, II. 26 ; 32 ; Padma, V. 12 ; VI. 21 ; 268 ; 
Hari, I, 13 ; 14 ; 33 ; etc.]. See also footnotes 40 and 48 in Lec- 
ture II and 39, 40, 42 and 50 in Lecture III above, where quota- 
tions have been given. 

19. Cf. Hillebrandt, Vedische Mythologie, Erster Band, Bres- 
lau, 1891, p. 105 ; Oldenberg, ZDMG. 42, p. 212. 

20. Rgveda, VI. 15.2,3 ; 27.7 ; 47.22,25 ; Atharvaveda, V. 19.1 ; 
Vedic Index, II, p. 469. See also footnote 15 above for quota- 
tions. 

tf S5RPT tqqPTPT S.V*.* » 

C 
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in collaboration with Visvamitra . 21 In the Atharva- 
veda, the Yajurveda Samhitas and the Brahmanas he is 
often mentioned as a venerable person, a friend of Vi§- 
vamitra and a rival of Vasistha 22 He was the Adhvaryu 
priest at the sacrifice of Sunahsepa where Visviamitra 
was the presiding figure 23 

It is undisputed that Parasurama was a Jamadagnya. 
The name of Rama does not appear in the Rgveda Sam- 
hita except once . 24 This reference can be to no other 

21. Rgveda, X. 167.4 : 

tcfbr awi: i 

22. Atharvaveda, II. 32.3 ; IV. 29.3 ; V. 28.7 ; VI. 137.1 ; etc ; 
Kafhaka Sam., XVI. 19 ; XX. 9 ; Vdj. Sam., III. 62 ; XIII. 56 ;• 
Taitt. Sam., II. 2.12.4 ; III. 1.7.3 ; V. 2.10.5 ; V. 4.10.3 ; Sat. 
Bra., XIII. 2.214 ; Pane. Bra., XIII. 5.15 ; XXII. 7.2 ; Jaim. Up. 
Bra., III. 3.11 ; IV. 3.1 ; etc. 

. . .fa^riirw^jfr <...n %. d. 

II 

n 51. srr. 13. 11 

ifei n w. sn. ii 

}.3. < n ii 

23. Ait. Bra., VII. 16 : 

^ f fo’Ulfaeft ^TT#5R^f^§3l%St Sr^IRTTFI 351tn I * 

24. Rgveda, X. 93.14 : 

a 33:^% 2«r^i% a trif 1 

% fpsra w 5RTRH3 <r«n 11 
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person than Rama . 25 The verse runs according to 
translators rather incoherently, but there is no doubt 
that the reference cannot be to Rama the son of Da§a- 
ratha because he is decidedly post-Vedic. It is also 
material to know that Prthu son of Vena, and R!ama ap- 
pear in the same order in this verse as in the story of 
the sixteen kings in the Drona Parva of Mahabhamta . 26 
A more important corroboration of the Bhrgu-Haihaya 
conflict however is found in the Atharvaveda . 27 

(The Brahmana’s) tongue turns into a bow-string, his voice into 
the neck of an arrow ; his windpipe, his teeth are bedaubed with 
holy fire : with these the Brahmana strikes those who revile the 
gods, by means of bows that have the strength to reach the hearty 
discharged by the gods. 

The Brahmapas have sharp arrows, are armed with missiles, the 
arrow which they hurl goes not in vain ; pursuing him with their 
holy fire and their wrath, even from afar, do they pierce him. 


25. Mr. C. V. Vaidya ( History of Sanskrit Literature , Vol. 1, 
part 1, p. 99) and Dr. H. C. Ray Chaudhuri (Political History of 
Ancient India , 4th Ed., p. 87) take the reference as applicable to 
Dtasarathi Rama. 

26. Dronaparva, Adhyayas 55-71. The story of Prthu Vainya 
occurs in Adhy. 69 and that of Riama Jiamadagnya in Adhy. 70. 

27. Atharvaveda , V. 18.8-10 ; V. 19.1 (quoted above in foot- 
note 20). 

f^fT ^rr i 

II || 

siTfpnT ^i^rt Hfjpi 

3Ti^r <rwr ^cr n 'a.'ka u 

% TOW m Sfl'sn I^TT: II H.IO® II 
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They who ruled over a thousand were themselves ten hundred,, 
the Vitahavyas, when they devoured the cow of the Brahmana, 
perished. 28 

Beyond measure, they waxed strong, just fell short of touching 
the heavens. When they infringed u,pon Bhj-gu they perished, the 
Srnjaya Vitahavyas. 29 

The facts, therefore, emerge clear. The Vitahavya-- 
the individual — and Jamadagni were contemporaries 
and at one time associated with one another. The 
Srnjaya Vitahavyas were one tribe or allied tribes. They 
were numerous ; they in their pride destroyed the cows 
of the Bhrgus, and in their turn were destroyed by the 
valorous Bhrgus. And so we get a complete Vedic 
version of the great war between the Haihayas and the 
Bhrgus. 

The disaster which overtook the Srnjayas is confirm- 
ed by other Samhitas also . 30 

The testimony of the Vedic and Puranic sources, 
therefore, establishes these facts : 

(i) The Vedic Srnjaya Vitahavyas were the same 
as the Puranic Haihayas. They came into 
conflict with Bhrgus in and after the lifetime 


28. 

29. 

30. 


Bloomfield, op. cit., p. 170. 

Bloomfield, op. cit., p. 171. 

Taitt. Sam. VI. 6.2. 2-3 ; Kathaka Sam. XII. 3 : 


21% ( \ ) m scuftfwr 3 } ftfcf s qsTCcrr- 

fafct s?qit stare.. .11 !r. 3 . 


W H 

. . X & I ^TT cT S4 

^fl^: Stf cRBRT 3|: n4t^T...ll B. 

1 1 



64 


THE EARLY ARYANS IN GUJARATA 


of Jamadagni and were ultimately worsted by 
the Aurva Bhrgus . 31 

(ii) The Srnjaya Vitahavyas were allies of Sudas 
and took his side in the Dafarajna . 32 

{Hi) The Aiksvakus of whom Purukutsa, the foe of 
Sudas, was the leader were worsted by Trtsu 
and Vltahavya-Smjayas led by Sudas . 33 The 
Aiksvaku line was however re-established with 
the aid of Aurva the Bhrgu. Purukutsa’s line 
was continued by Kuru, who took the patro- 
nymic of Puru . 34 

31. Cf. Atharvaveda, V. 18.8-10,19.1 (quoted above) with the 
cow-motif in Mbh., III. 116.19-29; 117.1-9 ; XII. 49.46-54; re- 
ferred to also in Padma, VI. 268.23-71, where the cow is taken to 
be ‘ Surabhi.’ See note 39, Lecture III, for quotations. For anni- 
hilation by Aurva Bhrgu, vide Vayu, II. 26.134-143 ; Padma, VI. 
21.28-35 ; llari, 1.14.7-11 and note 50, Lecture III, for quotation. 

We 9[qW cPRt OFt H I 

RT II qq. II 

32. Cf. Rgveda, VI. 15.2-3 ; VI. 27.7 ; VII. 19.3 ; Vedic Index, 
II, p. 469 ; note 15 supra for quotations. 

q^i nraiq^qi 35^3}^ 3 hri 1 

H %RIdH II S.Xvs.vs II 

33. Rgveda, I. 130.7 ; IV. 42.8 ; VII. 8.4 ; VII. 18.4,13. 

rarWRWR ft *T ff|I: I 

q: <£5 SRTTg II vs. <5. 

V || 

fa HHt faR HSR Rf I 

sqwrei qq vrntR ^ fa<$- n *.*.<] \ u 

34. For restoration by Aurva Bhrgu, see Vayu, 11.126-143 ; 
Padma , VI. 21.19-35 ; Hari, I. 13.32-34 ; 14.7-21 ; and note 50, 
Lecture III, for quotations. For Kuru, see Vedic Index , I, pp. 167, 

( Continued on next page) 
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(iv) These wars were continued after the close of 
the Mantra period but before the Atharva 
Veda was finally redacted. 

In view of these facts the persistent tradition about 
the wars of Rama Jamadagnya can be definitely con- 
sidered to have a historic foundation. 

Vitahavya and Srnjayas were no doubt associated 
with Sudas. Jamadagni was in battle and song the com- 
rade of Visvamitra who guided the opposing forces, per- 
haps with Kutsa of the Purus as the leader. The war 
which thus began in Aryavarta between Sudas and 
Purukutsa and their respective allies was not confined 
to Aryavarta. Outside it was waged between the Hai- 
haya- Vitahavya Srnjaya of the Outer Band and the 
Purus and Bharatas of the Inner Band led by the 
Bhrgus. In the Puranic language it was fought between 
Arjuna and Rama. 

The period between the Battle of Ten Kings and the 
close of the Sarhhita period which possibly came to an 
end as a result of these wars cannot extend beyond a 
single lifetime. Vasistha and his grandson Parasara 
were both contemporaries of Sudas, and Kavasa Ailusa 
who, with the Druhyu king was overthrown by the 
Trtsus, sang the hymn in favour of Kurusravana Tra- 
sadasyava . 15 This would accord with the Puranic tra- 

( Continued fram previous page) 

170 ; II, p. 12 ; and footnote 23, Lecture I. Cf. Rgveda, X. 33.4. 

II ^ 3®.^.'* II 
35. Cf. ligveda, VII. 18.21,12. 

ST % TOSRF: I 

if ^ ?RFf WcTRI gfan 5*pjT?UI ^311 

( Continued on next page ) 
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dition that all these wars took place during' the span of 
a single long life, as attributed to Rama. And as a re- 
sult of these wars the Trtsus were merged in the 
Bharatas who later came to claim descent from Purus, 
to which tribe Purukutsa belonged ; became merged 
with the Kuru-Pancalas and the name was ultimately 
retained as the name of the royal family of the Kurus, 
who claimed to be Purus. 3 * Thus Visvamitra triumphed 
after his death. Sakti, Vasistha’s son, was destroyed 
by Visvamitra and Jamadagni . 37 The Bharatas emerg- - 
ed successful ; and the different tribes which followed 
Sudas to battle were absorbed in their fold . 38 

The Inner Band Aryans with their martial and cul- 
tural strength spread upto the banks of the Narmada ; 
political conflicts between two races Aryans and non- 
Aryans were replaced by a hierarchy of castes based on 
the degree of Aryan culture absorbed by each. 

The chronicles of the participants in Ddsardjna pre- 
served by the Rgveda Samhitd and the Brdhmanas read 
with the Puranas, therefore, yield the following synchro- 
nisms throwing light not only on the Bhrgu-Haihaya 
conflict but on the individuals with whom the Mantra 
period closed. 


0 Continued from previous page) 

3fcT »-*T W gg ft : l 

firm are sure ^ mu ii 

36. Cf. Oldenberg, Buddha, pp. 404, 406 et seq ; Vedic Index r 
I, pp. 75, 96-97, 322 ; II, p. 12. 

37. Jaim. Bra., II. 390 (JAOS, 18, p. 47); Macdonell, Sar- 
vanukramani, pp. 107, 130-131. 

38. Vedic Index * II, p. 96 ; Oldenberg, Buddha, p. 408. 
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Thus the Mantra period closes with Kurusravana, the 
son of Mitratithi, the father of Upamasravas, and Trya- 
runa, both descendants of Trasadasyu, and with Para- 
6arai the grandson of Vasistha. 39 The Mantras do not 
know of the descendants of Tryaruna or of Vyasa the 
son of Panasara well known to Puranic tradition. The 
line showing the close of the Mantra period can there- 
fore be drawn after Upamasravas, Tryaruna and Para- 
sara to indicate the close of the Mantra period. Jama- 
dagni the comrade of Visvamitra is known but the ex- 
ploits of his greater son are unrecorded. The period 
therefore can be considered to have come to an end 
about the end of the life of Sudas, Visvamitra and Jama- 
dagni, and perhaps during the lifetime of Rama. 

The Manavas, Saryatas, Bhrgus and the Haihayas 
are on all hands Aryans. 40 That they were knit with 
the Trtsus and Bharatas, the Inner Band, by ties of 
kinship and religion is undoubted ; that they lacked the 
higher culture of the Trtsus and Bharatas in their out- 
post settlements on the Narmada may be a legitimate 
inference from the fact that Bhrgus, their priests, have 
not left the literary legacy which the Vasisthas and Vis- 
vamitras left and their Veda, Atharvaveda (Bhrgu- 
angirasa), bears internal testimony of being intended 
for crude minds. This group may be termed, what 
Grierson calls Outer Band Aryans linguistically ; 41 but 


39. Cf. Rgveda , V. 27.1-3' ; also footnote 35 for references to 
Pai&sara and others ; Vedic Index , I, pp. 327, 332-333. 

ST^RTr it *IRTr I 

%2WTt 3TU ffftiWrc 5^^%^ II II 

40. Pargiter, however, takes Manavas to be Dravidians, p. 295. 

41. Imp. Guz. of India, (1907), I, pp. 357-359. 
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that it formed an integral part of the Aryan world ap- 
pears to be reasonably certain. 

Perhaps these Aryan races led by Arjuna which were 
compact in their own way, were responsible for the 
homogeneity which has characterised Rajputana, Malva 
and Gujaiiata throughout history. 

All this evidence would however point to another very 
important conclusion that the races which were settled 
from the banks of Sarasvatl to those of the Narmada 
were homogeneous in blood, language and culture long 
before the period of the Rgveda Mantras. Where is then 
the evidence on which the Aryan immigration into India 
north of Narmada is founded? None, so far as these 
records are concerned. 



LECTURE V, 


THE RESULT OF THE BHRGU-HAIHAYA 
CONFLICT 

Aryanisation of India — Social and cultural changes between 
the close of the Mantra period and the Aitareya Brahmana — 
Janamejaya Farik$ita : his identity — The Kuru race — Maha - 
bharata : a romance ? — Historical incidents reconstructed bet- 
ween Sudas and Janamejaya — Historical events summarised — 
How Mahabharata came to be written — Plea for an Indian 
outlook on Indian history. 

As stated in the fourth lecture the final absorption of 
Gujarata into Aryavarta was, in my view, one of the 
results of the conflict which was begun by Vasistha and 
VisvSmitra and continued by Arjuna and Rama. But 
this was merely a bye-product ; the main product was 
the Aryanisation, both political and cultural, of India 
north of Narmada. 


I 

In order to investigate this, events likely to be his- 
torical which took place after the close of Rama’s life 
should be investigated. It is now scarcely in dispute 
that the redaction of the Samhita of the Rgveda into 
' what is its present shape, in substance as opposed to 
its verbal form, took place before the other Samhitas 
were composed . 1 In order to find out the historic event 

1. Rapson, Cambridge History of India, Vol. I, p. 114. 
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next after the close of the Samhita period we must turn 
to the Aitareya and the Satapatha Brahmanas, which 
in point of time, come next after the Rgveda Mantras. 
These Brahmanas were composed a short time after the 
Kuru king Janamejaya, the son of Pariksit, had ceased 
to rule the Madhyade§a for a few generations . 2 After 
the Dasarajha the reign of Janamejaya may, therefore, 
be treated as an indisputed historic event. This would 
also be just about the time when the Purdnic chroniclers 
' drew the line between the ‘ past ’ and the ‘ future .’ 3 

The period between the end of the reign of Tryaruna 
to the end of the reign of Janamejaya’s great grandson 
Adhisimakrsna, or rather between the close of the Man- 
tra period and the composition of the Aitareya was 
fruitful of extraordinary results. These results can be 
summarised as follows : 4 

(a) There was a definite break in the literary and 

religious tradition of the Rgveda. 

( b ) The Rgveda Samhita had been redacted and 

an elaborate sacrificial ritual had sprung up 


2. Cf. Keith, Rgveda Brahmanas Translated, Harvard Orien- 
tal Series, Vol. 25, Cambridge Mass., 1920, Intr, p. 45 ; also, Sat. 
Bra., XIII. 5.4.1 et seq ; Ait. Bra., VII. 34, VIII. 11.21 ; Sank. Sr. 
Su., XVI. 8.27. 

3. Par git er, p. 52. 

4. For the events described hereafter in paragraphs (a) to (;) , 
cf. generally, Keith, Rgveda Bra. Tr., Intr., pp. 25-28, 44-45, 68 ; 
Rapson, Cambridge History of India, Vol. I, Chapters IV and V 
(by Dr. Keith) ; Macdonell, History of Sanskrit Literature , 
pp. 152-157, 178, 213-214 ; Winternitz, History of Indian Litera- 
ture, Eng. Tr., Vol. I, pp. 196-196; Macdonell and Keith, 
Vedic Index, S.V. MadhyadeSa, Vinasana, Kuru, Bharata, Varga, 
Tftsu, etc. 
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in the place of the earlier simplicity of religious 
ceremonial. 

(c) The centre of learning had shifted from the 

banks of Sarasvati and Drsadvatl to the 
Madhyadesa on the banks of the Yamuna. 5 

(d) Isana, the Mahadeva, a fusion of the concepts 
of the Vedic Varuna, Rudra and the Sisna 
Deva — phallus god — of the Dasyus had come 
to dominate the pantheon. 0 

5. Rapson, Cam. Hist. Ind., I, pp. 116-117 (Keith) ; Macdo- 
NELL, Hist. Scuts. Lit., pp. 142, 174 ; Winternitz, Hist. Ind. Lit., 
I, pp. 380-381 : also Ait. Bra., II. 19, VIII. 14.3, VIII, 23 ; Kau$. 
Bra., XII. 3 ; Sat. Bra., XIII. 5.4.11. 

wif % wmct ii *r. vmi 

...ciwr^i pjjr w-wm afasrai ftfit % % ^ 

*i3rrc: u ^.sn.ov.} u 

fNfMgsnug i 

ngror u i£. sri. 11 

ssaM 11 #. srr. 11 

&T ¥RcTt sqfg qP4 VTtflHr 

snRRWWTCTci II 51. m. < H.V*. < n II 

6. Keith, Rgveda Bra . Tr., Intr., pp. 25-26 ; Weber, Hist. 
Ind. Lit., Eng. Tr., pp. 45, 110 ; Macdonell, Hist. Sans. Lit., 
pp. 153', 178, 206 ; Vaidya, Hist. Sans. Lit „ Vol. I, Pt. 1, pp. 141- 
142 ; Pt. 2, pp. 58-59, 112 ; Atharvaveda , XV. 5 ; Sat. Bra., VI. 
1.3.10-17 ; Kau$. Bra., II. 2, III. 4, V. 7, VI. 1-9, VIII, 4, XXI. 3, 
XXIII. 3, etc 

ftw ## n i «> n 

^ ft# ai<T^5ii^3Rcng ftsft H..im u 

CTOT ft# 3Rc^5n?H|I^^WfI30rcTI^f^JI. m II 

( Continued on next page) 
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(e) There was a similar break in the old genealo- 
gies. The line of famous kings like Sudas and 
Purukutsa had either become extinct or kings 
had begun to look upon nearer progenitors as 
founders of their line. 

(/) The Trtsus and the Srnjayas had been merged 
into the Bharata to form the Kuru-Pancala 
people. 

(g) Pariksit’s son Janamejaya had flourished as 
the great Kuru king and a patron of learning. 8 


( Continued from previous page) 

ipirMra skkr fck 3^51^3 n 

kfkr ftafcT w *r 

IIVAll 3T*pf%. 

q-rskrriT sirkkt ^ krkz ur ^r*. 

qrr am ui # 1131 . m. $. i. i^ii 

. . .sr I sr f ank 

feafer ar*a srsrt arw n ar m. $. « u 

...H t TT^fct 

frenat f|afer arua aar ama ... n€t. ai. $. <* n 

7. Cf. Rapson, Cam. Hist. Ind I, pp. 118-121 (Keith) ; Mac- 
DONELL, Hist. Sans . Lit ., pp. 154-157 ; Vedic Index , I, pp. 167-168, 
322 ; II, pp. 95-96 ; Oldenberg, Buddha, pp. 406-409. 

8. Ray Chaudhury, Political History of Ancient India , 4th 
Edn., pp. 30-33 ; Rangachakya, Pre-Musalman India , Voh 2, 
pp. 207-208 ; Vedic Index, I, pp. 273-274 ; Atharvaveda, XX. 127. 
7-10 ; Ait. Bra., VII. 34, VIII. 21 ; Sat. Bra., XIII. 5.4.1 et seq ; 
San. Sr. Sti., XII. 17.1, XVI. 9.1 ; also footnotes 13 and 43 infra r 
where quotations have been given. 
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( h ) The sacred Sarasvat! had ceased to flow. 9 
(0 The social structure in which the Aryans and 
the Dasyus stood in constant conflict had given 
place to a homogeneous society divided into 
varnas.™ 

(j) Tribal government had been replaced by king- 
doms ruled by powerful kings from well-settled 
capitals. 11 

II 

The important and outstanding question, therefore, is 
whether there are any authentic historical events which 

9. Rapson, Cam. Hist. Ind., I, pp. 117-118 (Keith) ; Pane. 
Bra., XXV. 10-16 ; Jam. Up. Bra., IV. 26.12. 

wr t sfwntopsffi: ^#6 qfor n m. 

VO 05 II 
cTcsfqsq i -m 
irr*. ii 3. err. v.^.'R n 

10. Cf. Rapson, Cam. Hist. Ind., I, pp. 92-94, 125 (Keith) ; 
Macdonell, Hist . Swts. Lit., p. 152 ; Vedic Index, II, pp. 247- 
252 ; Ghurye, Caste and Race in India, pp. 41-42 ; cf. Rgveda, 
I. 104.2 ; II. 12.4 ; HI. 34.9 ; etc. 

Ew qfaqt sire-. 1 

qt S 3RRT II %. 

IV* II 

3?T WTT^: UT I 

qW *TCTR frft vfaiqtlL II }.V*. < MI 

11. Keith, Rgveda Bra. Tr., Intr., p. 45 ; cf. Ait. Bra., VIII. 
12.4,5 ; VIII. 14 ; Sank. Sr. Su., XVII. 16.3 ; also, Rapson, Cam. 
Hist. Ind., I, p. 130. 
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would fix the distance of time between the close of the 
Mantra period and the death of Janamejaya Pariksita. 
It is however to be noted that there are two Janamejaya 
Fariksitas (viz. Nos. 74 and 97) in the Paurava dy- 
nasty as given by the Puranas. 

1 Manu 
4 Ayu 
7 Burn 

43 Du§yanta 

44 Bharata 
51 Hastin 
53' Ajamicjha 
63 Rk§a 

69 Samvararia 
71 Kuril 

73 Parik$it I 

74 Janamejaya I 
85 Bhimasena 
87 Pratipa 

90 Santanu 

91 Bhi§ma 

92 Vicitravirya 

93 Dhjtaria§tra 

94 P5jci(Javas — Arjuna 

95 Abhimanyu 

96 Parik§it II 

97 Janamejaya. 12 

The Janamejaya Pariksita whom the Satapatha and 
Aitareya Brahmanas referred to, ruled at Asandlvat as 
stated below. 


12. Pargiter, pp. 144-149. 
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Janamejaya Pariksita went round the world com- 
pletely conquering on every side, and offered the horse 
in sacrifice. Regarding this, a sacrificial song is sung : 

“ In AsancEvat, Janamejaya bound for the Gods, a blackspotted 
grain-eating horse, adorned with a golden ornament and with 
yellow garlands.” 18 

Was this Janamejaya Plariksita the great grandson of 
Arjuna of the Flandavas as known to Puranas (Jana- 
mejaya II) or the king of the same name and patronym 
who is shown as Kuru’s grandson Janamejaya I in the 
genealogy of the Pauravas ? Dr. Ray Chaudhury in 
his Political History of Ancient India is of the view that 
Janamejaya II was the king whom the two Brahmanas 
.referred to . 14 In addition, however, to the arguments 
advanced by the learned author there are other facts 
which point the same way. Examining the pedigree in 
the light of Vedic reference it appears that Yayiati 


13. Eggeling Satapatha Brahmana, SBE, Vol. 44, p. 396 ; cf. 
Keith, Rgveda Bra. Tr., p. 33*6 ; Sat. Brd., XIII. 5.4.1-2 ; Ait, 
Bra., VIII. 21.1-3. 

sRitsrq: crrftf^r: WEci yjmt ^ 

are ^ ii ^r.c.^'i.'i-^ ii 

14. 4th Edn., pp. 10-17. Dr. Pradhan ( Chronology of An- 
cient India , Calcutta, 1927, pp. 157-159) also takes the Janame- 
jaya Pariksita of the Brahmanas to be identical with the great- 
grandson of the P!ao<iavas. 
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No. 6, 15 Ayu No. 4, 16 Manu No. I, 17 Puru No. 7, 18 
Ajamidha No. 53 , 19 Rksa No. 63, 80 and Kuru No. 71 21 

15. Rgveda, I. 3,1.17 ; X. 63.1. 

qqqqt q frfwcT igsftqiqt r4qqrq: i 

qq[44 q§«qFq srftfa 3flq^ % 3ifq *T: II I o.^ 

1 II 

16. Rgveda, I. 53.10 ; II. 14.7 ; VI. 18.3 ; VIII. 53.2. 

q 3TTj $ cqqfcifspqntqt wir^fr fe.4 i 
4 c'7I qq #4 3iqq>3 qpnRlt II c.MA II 
31^441 q: siqqr Jjpn qq^sqq^Fqiq. i 
fiqfqTqtdMqiqrq qtd^Ti^nrccTr 11 q.r*.v> u 

17. Rgveda, I. 80.16 ; II. 33.13 ; VIII. 63.1 ; X. 100.5 ; etc ; 
also, supra, Lecture II, under “ Manavas.” 

q <i°4f qqRi qgwR^ i 

q?q 5RI rrgFT^TT 4% faq 3Tiq% II II 

qrqqq? q#qqj q*qq faqqsq 1 

qiwq^TTM qqSpq sw WfRrr^rg q^Rq ir.^.<U ii 

18. Rgveda, VII. 8.4 ; 18.13 ; see supra, Lecture IV, with foot- 
note 33. 

SCTqflfJWHFq Wq f4 qqjqf q fS^T: I 

3lfq q: S^rg qpfr Ijcirqf 3TI%fq: Q#q II^.MI 

f4 qqr frqr ?f|qFqqiFFq: 3*: q?qr qq qq: i 

sqRqrq 3cH% qq qjr^q ^ f4q4 WN II vj.'li.^ II 

19. Rgveda , IV. 44.6. 

3,qt rf4 gsqft ? f-4 qw ffiwiqigqqR^ i 
qq qgTqp-RI ^qqiqqqq^qisiqtsfiqt 3qqq || 

20. Rgveda, VIII. 68.15. 

5pnfr;qtq 3?i qq fft qj^q qqr4 i 
err^q^q df|qr n 

21. Rgveda, X. 33 ; cf. supra , Lecture IV, footnote 34. 
f^rqqqi#! qqiq qraq^jq i 

dlls qiqqpjfa: u 
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are all found in Rgvedic Mantras ; and so are Sam- 
varana No. 69 22 who is a Vedic rsi and Santanu No. 90 2i 
whose patronymic is Autana, a brother of Devapi and 
the son of Rsti?ena. These therefore must have flour- 
ished before the close of the Mantra period and not 
after and could not have been separated by about twenty 
generations from Kuru with whom the Mantra period 
ended. 24 

The Atharva Veda refers to Pratipa No. 87. 25 The 
two older Brahmanas know Satrajita Satanlka and also 
refer to Bharata Dauhsyanti Saudyumni (No. 44) 28 and 

22. Rgveda, V. 33.10. 

3<T Rf *TI 3RRT: I 

mr m: mww * mw-. srf^r n 

23. Rgveda , X. 98 ; also, Vedic Index , II, p. 353 ; Pargiter, 
p. 165 ; Nirukta, II. 10 ; Mbh., I. 94.61-62 ; 95.44-46 ; etc. 

gCifld imq fcT: i 

v^T'jfr 3RT^ct. l> ^ 3 “A*.'* U 

4 RT HJRHt 3TJT 3llTS%0Tt JR^T: I 

3 ifSTRT II 3 ».V.c II 

24. Cf. contra, the genealogical tables prepared by Pargiter 
(pp. 144-149) followed so far in various books, which are ob- 
viously wrong as all these Rgvedic personages, naturally belong- 
ing to the Rgvedic period, are placed in these tables in the post- 
Vedic period, generations after the close of the Rgvedic period. 

25. Atharvaveda , XX„ 129.1-2 ; cf. also, Ait. Brd. t VI. 33.2 ; 
Sank. Sr. Su ., XII. 18.1-2. 

trffT 3RJT 3TT II 3#T II ar. 4 . 

13V1-3; sir. rt. 3 . ‘R.'io-A; m. (. 

26. Ait. Bra., VIII. 21. 5 ; Sat., Bra., XIII. 5. 4.19-22. 

TRR § 3T iRg.iT R^jfiT3%oj 

{Continued on next page) 
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to his priest Dirghatamas 27 who also figures in the Rg- 
veda Mantras 28 The two Brahmanas however do not 
know of any of the Paurava kings from Samvarana to 
the Plandavas. Bhlmasena was the brother of Janame- 
jaya Plariksita. 29 The Dhrtaiiastra Vaicitravirya, 
No. 92, is not a Kuru prince at all according to Kathaka 
Samhitd, 30 and is more likely to be the king of KasI re- 

,( Continued from previous page) 

3i3if4i33f3faq3 3333 5i3M>E: 333 i 333 : sfoff 

3RFTtl3Pn43 3 II h. 31. II 

...5i3i#&; 33=3ig 4«r 3r3if§l3i 37133 3fi 

3t3: 3r33ii4tf4 ii 51 . m. 'U.h.v.^'i n 

27. Ait. Bra., VIII. 23.1 ; Sat. Bra., XIII. 5.4.11-12. 

f 37 ^oi 3?rf33% | >i 413331 3i3%4t 3$3 4r E 3r=d3f3- 
f3^3 3*313 373t *f[®Tf'cT: 33=3 3^3: ?P73f 3R=qtfl3TI3F*N =3 

II 4. 37. c.^.'lll 33 |%3 3*3l II 51. 

37. 'I^.'A.V.'H II (note 5, supra) 

28. Rgveda, I. 158.1,6 ; also, I. 147.3 ; 156.6 ; IV. 4.13 ; VIII. 9. 

413331 3(3341 ^31=333 JG I 

373733 331=11 35H 3314 3TCf4: II %. 3. IV. $11 

29. Sat. Bra., XIII. 5.4.3 ; Sank. Sr. Su„ XV. 9.3.5. 

34lj^rict33*33 3133-133 33 # 3f3T 33f433$33t34fl44 
IT3 tjef 37^fi 3133433^33 334Gfal44 3lftfct3lGI*343?73GI- 
13413... II 51. 31. < U.*V*.3 II 

GI*4g 313333. 1 3Tg#3 334=73, I 34 7lftfsr3lq[: II 511. 3f. 

II 

30. Kd(haka Sam., X. 6 ; cf. Vedic Index , I, p. 403. 

4^71 1 333133 3 31373 3Hf45lf4 f3Wl4f 3133373- 

3=33 31=334 3i%3t34l33il33Tf=333^ih3? W® 4%l4l3 3fo- 
«Tlfa 3 3?I 2?7=3jf3 E 3lflf4... || 33. 3. $<>.$ II 
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ferred to by the Satapatha 311 who was defeated by the 
Bharata king Satrajita Satanika. 32 The Puranic genea- 
logy of Janamejaya is therefore incorrect. 

Again, if we take the Janamejaya Plariksita of the 
Aitareya to be Janamejaya I (No. 74) and not Jana- 
mejaya II (No. 97) it would lead to very curious re- 
sults. On this hypothesis, Vyasa, the son of Parasara, 
who lived about the close of the Mantra period and was 
contemporary of Kuru (70) lived for about 25 gene- 
rations to be the contemporary of Arjuna (No. 94) , 33 
Uttara Kurus who had become a mythic people in the 
time of Janamejaya I (No. 74) became a very much 
living people in the time of Pandu, the father of Arjuna 
(94) . 34 Though Janamejaya I (74) was a great king 
the Puranas have omitted to record his exploits and 
practically transferred them to Janamejaya II (94) . In 
absence of any corroborative evidence that in the line of 
Pauravas there were two Pariksits, that each of them 
had a son by name Janamejaya, and that both sons had 


31. Sat. Bra., XIII. 5.4.19-22. 

I HiqifSrtT cTrfl |cf^- 

JTlf ^I#TI VTtFf: II ^ II 3T«I lgcfmi I 

^ ^TT^T^T till 

|3T ^ l| JT. m. 1 3.V*. 

II 

32. Weber, Hist. Ind. Lit., pp. 90, 114, 125. 

33. Cf. contra, the genealogical tables by Par git er (pp. 144- 
149). 

34. Cf. RAPSON, Cam. Hist. Ind., I, p. 121. 
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a similarly, glorious career, the conclusion is inevitable 
that the Janamejaya Pariksita of Aitareya is Janame- 
jaya II whom the Mahabharata and the Puranas place 
as the great-grandson of the Pandavas . 35 

This conclusion is supported by looking at the refer- 
ences to Kurus. The Kurus are not a people in the 
Rgveda ; 36 we only find a prince Kurusravana 37 and a 
Pakasthaman Kaurayana . 38 Kurusravana is a descend- 
ant of Trasadasyu, and perhaps supplies the link bet- 
ween Purukutsa and the later Kurus. There is no doubt 
that the Trtsus, the Bharatas and the Srnjayas of the 
Rgveda later went to form the Kuru-Pancalas . 39 The 
Kuru-Pancalas were one people occupying the Madhya- 

35. Mr. N. Bhattacharya, however, states that there were 
three Paurava Janamejayas and two Janamejaya P&rik§itas (Ind. 
Hist. Qu., IX, pp. 804-809). The late Rao Bahadur C. V. Vaidya 
was certain about there being only one Janamejaya Parik§ita, but 
he took him to be the descendant of Plaijdava Arjuna (Mahabha- 
rata, A Criticism, Bombay, 1905, p. 101 ; also, Hist. Sans. Lit., 
I, Pt. 4, p. 96)'. 

36. Cf. Vedic Index, I, p. 16 ; Rapson, Cam. Hist. Ind., I, 
p. 83. 

37. Rgveda, X. 33.4 (quoted above in footnote 21). 

38. Rgveda, VIII. 3.21i. 

q ift^t w. irawR? thprm: i 

cIpTT '•TRTtTJUI, II 

39. Cf. Oloenberg, Buddha, pp. 406-410 ; Macdonell, Hist . 

Sans. Lit., pp. 154-156 ; Vedic Index, I, p. 167 ; Weber, Hist. Ind. 
Lit., p. 114 also n *. In royal proclamations, ( Taitt . Sant., 

I. 8.10.2 ; Taitt. Bra., I. 7.4.2), (Vaj, Sam. Kdnva., 

XI. 3.3; 6.3), (Kdfh. Sa?h„ XV. 7 ; Matt. Sam., II. 6.7)' 

and *K(TT:, 7^(551:, $57^131: and SRffl: ( Apastamba , 

XVI.II. 12.7) occur as variant formulas in various texts. See 
note 42 below for quotation from the Vd). Sam. 

6 
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desa, the home of learning and sacrifice ; i0 their kings 
performed sacrifices ; 41 and according to the Vajasaneyi 
Samhitd they had one king . 42 In the Artharva Veda, 
Pariksit, the prince of Kurus, and in the Aitareya and 
the Satapatha his son Janamejaya, are mentioned as 


40. Ait. Bra., VIII. 14 ; Sat. Bra., I. 7.2.8 ; III. 2.3.15 ; Sank. 
Sr. Su., XV, 3.15 ; Joint. Up. Bra., III. 7.6 ; 8.7 ; IV. 7.2 ; Gopatha 
Bra,, I. 2.9 ; etc ; Keith Rgveda Bra. Tr. t Intr., p. 45 ; also foot- 
notes 5 and 62 for quotations. 

W- 'TIS: W- WS^r: SfaSRpfa WRIriPT 

srsRf f^r: fowsqrra; 

SlflcT || 51 . ?n, 

it 

PIW JTRRFctPTr^TtrRTfi? ^U^tcT P TOff 

31 . m. it 

II 5IT. W. q. 1 M. 

W It 

H f PTTSS 5 g^TOT: |^5T gf%: f^ltflWI I»lcTr 

W 331^ JUSgTSt ^ U 

t. 3. 5TT. \.»A It 

41. Sat. Bra., V. 5.2.5. 

rT5 ^Tfgd fW<3T55T 3?T§: | flSST^U^I 


g?T«n|: t 

42. Vaj. Sam., XI. 3.3 (p. 306, Weber’s Edn) ; cf. also, Rap- 
SON, Cam. Hist. Ind., I, p. 119 ; Weber, Hist. Ind. Lit., p. 114 n *. 

g: ?T: W g^TT I 

pIjtIsptrf srifPiRi ?rjrr it grsr. 3. u 



83 


THE RESULT OF BHIJGU-HAIHAYA CONFLICT 

performing horse-sacrifice. 43 These references present a 
continuity of power, learning and culture among the 
Kurupancalas rising to its climax in the time of Jana- 
mejaya. 

There is no reference to any war between the Kurus 
and Pancalas or to a single great figure of the Maha- 
bharata or to a later Pariksit and Janamejaya in the 
later Vedic literature, the latest part of which must be 
placed long after any conceivable date of the Bharata 
war. Why are these records silent about that devastat- 
ing conflict ? Why is not the Rajasuya Yajna of 
Yudhisthira or his coronation referred to in the tedious- 
ly elaborate ritualistic texts ? Why is Krsna not spoken 
of ? 44 How is this conspiracy of silence to be explain- 

43. Atharvaveda, XX. 127.7-10 (i = Sank. Sr. Su., XII. 17.1);' 
Ait. Bra., VII. 34 ; VIII. 11.12 ; Sat. Bra., XIII. 5.4.1-3 ; also 
footnote 13 above for quotations. 

fowsfrre i ft *Tc*T 3# i 
ggffal II vs II 

qftfcg vT: <T*T I 

crfcT^fcT 3TR3T II * II 

an *r»rt ift gnu. 1 

*TRf: lid nn: II ^ II 

3 3T3: 311: id I 

3R: n urs 3d%n: in® u h 

44. Dr. Ray Chaudhury identifies Devakiputra Kr$na men- 
tioned in the 'Chdndogya Uponi$ad (III. 17.6) with the Viasudeva 
Kr§ija of the Mahdbhdmta {Pol. Hist., 4th Edn., p. 119 n 3) # . 
Dr. Winternitz {Hist. Ind. Lit., I, pp. 456-457), Weber (Hist. 
Ind. Lit., pp. 71, 148) and others (cf. Vedic Index , I, p. 184) 
take a different view. Mr. Taopatrikar of the Rhandarkar Insti- 

( Continued on next page) 
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ed except by the inevitable conclusion that no such war 
took place and no such mighty figures lived in fact ? 

On the contrary the Sankhayana Sranta Sutra refers 
to a curse which led to the Kurus being driven out of 
Kuruksetra ; 45 and the Brhadaranyaka Upanisad con- 
tains a query as to what happened to the descendants 
of Pariksit . 46 Either of the misfortunes cannot refer 
to the Bharata war ; for soon thereafter, according to 
the Puranas, Janamejaya succeeded to the kingship of 

(Continued from previous page) 

tute has written a monograph on the “ Kr$na Problem ” subjecting 
the different accounts of Krsna in the Puranas and the Mahd- 
bhdrata to a critical analysis, but he has arrived at no definite 
conclusion. Like the central theme of the great Mahabhdrata, the 
Harivamsa also seems to portray the Dasardjna and the Bhrgu 
•ware. The principal enemies of Kf$na are Kaihsa (Bhojas, des- 
cendants of Druhyus), Sisupala (Cedis, sept of the Matsyas, ene- 
mies of Sudas), Jarasandha (Magadha, descendant of Purus), who 
may be saidi to be the enemies of Sudas in the Dasardjna. The 
vanquishing of the whole army by Kj-§na single-handed is reminis- 
cent of the Parasurama exploits, and so is the foundation of Dva- 
rakia after getting land from the sea which recalls to our mind the 
similar story about Surpiaraka. 

45. Sank. Sr. Su., XV. 16.11. The Harivamsa (I. 30.10) and 
the Mahdbhdrata (XII. 150.3) probably refer to the Brahmahatya 
leading to the curse. 

<rg ? ^rsiwts^rsncR: i jt apm ffoircs aft 

sfct n ?it. n 

% gcf 9T3 ^ *F5TT 5T^5PT: I 

W. II Sft. II 

fV -X — 

3TWTjq5lT *I5Rt?r: I 

mffafcl: n m. mi. u 

46. Brhaddrctyyaka Upanisad, III. 3.1. 

91 q ift fa ff ! 3TWT I 
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Kurus. These events which appear to be authentic must 
on any hypothesis be referred to a time posterior to 
the reign of Arjuna’s great grandson. The Kurupanciala 
supremacy, therefore, on all reliable testimony had only 
one break and a final one only after the reign of Jana- 
mejaya Fariksita, the only one of that name. 

If my conclusions are correct Janamejaya Pariksita’s 
ancestry is not reliably known and the story of the 
Mahabharata is a purely imaginary one. A magnificent 
national epic, then appears to have been woven into the 
heroic tales which floated round the memories of the 
great conflicts which began with Dasarajna and of 
which the central figure was Parasurama. This fact 
is betrayed by the very contacts which the poet seeks 
to establish between his imaginary characters and the. 
names remembered as connected with the Bhrgu- 
Haihaya conflict . 47 The Trtsus, Sudas and Srnjaya be- 


47. Cf. also Dr. Sukthankak's article on “ The Bhrgus and 
the Bhiarata” (Annals of the Bhand. 0. R. Inst., XVIII, pp. 1-76) 
especially pp. 13, 17-18, 24-25, 35, 42-43, 65, where he has referred 
to the passages from the epic in which the poet has shown the 
epic characters to be in personal touch with Parasurama, etc. The 
evidence brought forth by Dr. Sukthankar shows the amount of 
Bhrgu influence over the Mahabharata, at times to the detriment 
of the main epic story. It seems more probable, however, that the 
Bhdrata (by whatever name known in ancient times) was origi- 
nally a Bhrgu epic, and was given its present shape with the 
addition of the full-fledged Kaurava-Piandava account after it came 
into the hands of some court-poet of Janamejaya or his successors. 
Further support in favour of the view expressed above is found 
in the fact that the Mahabharata shows Vi$nu influence and thfe 
Siva cult is a later addition (cf, Winternitz, Hist, lnd . Lit., 
I, p. 320) . It is but natural that the Bhrgu epic, the original of 
our present Mahabharata , should glorify Vi§nu, as the great Bhar- 
gava Paraiui&ma is known as an avatar a of Visnu. 
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come members of the same family and form the Pan- 
cala line of Puranic tradition . 48 Sudas is supposed to 
have defeated Samvarana of Hastinapura and a con- 
federacy of Purus, Yadus, Sivas, Druhyus, Matsyas, 
TurvaSa and other states was stirred up to, resist Pafi- 
calas . 49 This is nothing but an erroneous edition of the 
Vedic account of Dasarajna, Samvarana being con- 
sidered identical with Purukutsa . 60 Kura the descend- 

48. Cf. Pargiter, pp. 115-117 ; JR AS, 1918, pp. 229-248 ; Mar- 
kandeya Parana, p. 353 n.*. 

49. Cf. A/M., I. 94.35-38 ; Pargiter, p. 281 ; JRAS, 1910, 
pp. 49-50. The Pancala prince is taken to be Sudasa. It may be 
noted that in the great Bharata war, the opponents of the P&nda- 
vas (i.e., Pancalas, as opposed to the Kurus) included the kings 
of Gandhara, Sibi, Kosala, Madra, Kamboja, Avanti, Kekaya, 
6indha, Bhoja, etc., most of whom were descendants of, or con- 
nected with, the enemies of Sudas in the Vedic Dasarajna, such as 
the Yadus, Turvasas, Druhyus, etc., the Kauravas (Kurus) them- 
selves being the descendants of the Purus. The supporters of the 
Fandavas were the Pancalas — Srnjaya and Somaka-, Matsyas, 
KlasI, Cedi, Vr§ni, etc., who, with the exception of the Matsyas, 
were the descendants of the allies of Sudas. Cf. also footnotes 47, 
50, 55 and 76. 

3i# i 

^ II II 

3TVWrl ^ qWTc^Tt cTCHT I 

q II II 

50. Cf. the account of thej Dasarajna (Das, Rgvedic Culture, 
pp. 352-367 ; Vedic Index, I, p. 320) where the names of the 
participants have been enumerated. Sudas and Purukutsa who 
led the rival forces have been represented in the epic account as 
Paiicalya and Samvarana. As stated in the previous footnote, in 
the Mahabhdrata war also the various kings unJdfer the banner of 
the Kauravas and the Fandavas may be traced to their Vedic 
prototypes in the Dasarajna Some changes indeed are to be 

(Continued on next page) 
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ant of Trasadasyu and Purukutsa, as also of the Puranic 
Samvarana, subdues south Pancala ; 51 this is nothing 
but Kurusravana’s conquest over Sudas’ forces. Prsata 
(Prastoka ?) a descendant of Sudas recovers north Pan- 
cala with Bhisma’s aid, the latter being the pupil of 
Rama, the son of Jamadagni . 52 Drona, the pupil of 

( Continued from previous page ) 

found, but they are quite explicable in view of the subsequent 
events. Even in the Rgveda , we find that the Purus were some- 
times the allies and sometimes enemies of Sud&s. The Mahd - 
bharata war, as has been observed by Pajrgiter ( JRAS , 1908, 
p. 334) and Hopkins {Cam. Hist. Ind., I, p. 275), was broadly 
between the southern Madhyadesa united with Pancala and the 
rest of India ; the Ddsardjna, however, was fought in the Punjab, 
between the Sarasvatl and Dr§advatl. With the expansion of the 
Aryan civilization eastward in the post-Vedic period, the writer 
(or the writers) of the epic probably shifted the scene of the con- 
flict eastward ; in this light, the locations of the contending parties 
in both the wars may be said to be practically the same. 

51. Cf. Matsya, 50.20 ; Vayu , 99.215 ; Hart, I. 32.85 ; which 
state that Kuru extended his sway beyond Prayaga indicating 
thereby that he overcame south Pancala which intervened bet- 
ween his territory and Prayaga. 

$#3^^ it new. u 

52. Cf. Mbh ., XII. 27.10 ; Hart, I. 20.35.73 ; also, Mbh., XII. 
46. 18-21 ; etc. 

3 JPH gfa tnfer: II *T. II 

<trt i 

^ II II 

^ ^ SN JTfTffa: I 

f^cTT cKI II 5ft. II 

^ ( Continued on next page) 
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Rama, leading the Kurus, drives out Drupada from 
north Pancala . 53 Drupada goes to south Pancala and 
with Srnjaya and Somaka goes to battle . 54 Thus the 

(Continwed from previous page ) 

tflRPT f5M *UU^«TW t TT^ I 

arrant s^teiT cmfw ihht irt: n it. vn. 1 n 

*TT#4 vft’siT *ftir<renWTq. II IT. ITT. It 

53. Cf. Mbh., I. 138.1-77 ; 166.16-28 ; Hart, I. 20.74-75. 

^apir^T sfr>it *wr?rcn$ii?m I 

sugiR n^^f^sir^ n n. m. 
cRits^T cR^rr ft/%r i 

4t lj rraT^i'RficTq; u ck. n 

STfalSJ cRTT 3HPT «PRTT 3t: I 
^1^4 |^5T JTtq=S3f|fef cRT II fft ^.'^o.vs'A II 

^ upfrwgtft i ( n. ht. ) 

OTtf ITT f^STFftit qi¥T5I 37f4 FRT$ II IT. HI. T1 II 

54. Cf. Mbh., I. 138.72-77 ; VI. 16.24 ; VI. 89. 17 ; etc. Dru- 

pada, king of the Pahcalas, took the side of the Pa^tfavas i n the 
Bharata war, and the Pancala army included Somakas and Sjhja- 
yas (cf. Sorensen's Index fo...i Mahabhdrata, s.v. Pancala, 
Somaka and Srnjaya). Drupada and his son Dhrstadyumna are 
called '‘best among the Somakas" |) • The import- 

ance attached to the Pahcalas in the Bharata war will be evident 
from the fact that Dhrstaclyumna was the Commander-in-Chiei 
of the PajjcJava forces (Mbh., V. 157.13). 

ssnrra h^strtt 'js^gdnin: i 

3pnTFT !Tfrf§4 S|T g^S^T *T*TT II IT. UT. II 

falT^t iT'RsNr tffefTT: I 

STW^SRI ^finiT II H. TTI. It 
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old allies *of Sudas are shown as fighting with their old 
enemies, the Bharatas, Kurusravana’s people, led by the 
pupils of the old hero Rama. The new version is evi- 
dently wrenched out of its context and displaced topo- 
graphically . 55 If, therefore, the pedigree of the Planda- 
vas and the details of their romantic story are kept 
aside the period between the dose of the Mantra period 
and the death of Janamejaya would be considerably 
narrowed. Kurusravana the Rgvedic prince descended 
from Purukutsa, the formation of Kuru Pancala alli- 
ance referred to in the Aitareya , 56 Visvamitra the 

55. Cf. also footnotes 47, 49, 50 and 75. We have seen that 
Sudias and Srnjaya (later, Pahdala) were allies fighting with JPuru- 
kutsa (later, Kuru). So, the various encounters that they had 
were later taken to be Kuru-Sprjaya conflicts. The Mahab karat q 
also refers to the great internecine Kuru battle as Kuru-Srnjaya 
war (Mbh., V. 93.8 ; VI. 45.2 ; VIII. 47.23 ; VIII. 66.40 ; IX. 9.1 ; 
etc). Following almost on the heels of Dasarajha were the wars 
of the great Bhargava, Parasunama. Naturally these also found 
a place in the imagination of the poet or poets concerned with the 
Mahabharata and got included in the epic. As thef whole period 
was packed up with wars everywhere it was subsequently taken 
to cover generations. All the incidents were badly mangled and 
tagged on to imaginary persons later taken to be the Paqdavas 
and Kauravas, and ancestors of the historic Janamejaya well- 
known in the Brahnumas . Thual there is in the Mahabharata a 
hopeless mixture of various incidents regardless of time, place and 
persons. 

^ ii 3. vrr. c.wM u 

cRT: JTO g=s: i 

35$: 31 3tt ^TTgdurqi. II 3. 3T. «>.M II 

56. Ait . Bra., VIII. 14.3 ; cf. also, Jaim. Up. Bra., III. 7.6 ; 
8.7 ; IV. 7.2 ; Gopatha Bra., I. 2.9 ; Kafh. Sam., X. 6 ; Vdj. Sam., 

( Continued on next page\ 



90 THE EARLY ARYANS IN GUJARATA 

Bharata who fought with Sudias, the Bharata Dauh- 
syanti referred to in the Aitareya who established 
Bharata dominion in the Madhyade§a 57 and the 
Bharatas whose exploits the Mahdbhdrata recites could 
not have been separated by a very long time. 

Atharva Veda which preceded the Aitareya knows 
of Pariksit and also tells the tale of Srnjaya Vxtahavyas 
having perished, 58 but does not know of Bhima of 
Vidarbha (50) ; of Sahadeva the son of Srnjaya (59) ; 
and of Marutta the son of Aviksit (40) known to the 
Aitareya ; 59 neither of these records knows of Bhagi- 

(< Continued from previous page) 

XI. 3.3 ; RapsDN, Cam . Hist. Itid., I, pp. 118-119 ; for quotations, 
see footnotes 5, 3j0, 40, 42 and 62. 

* 57. For Visviamitra, the Bharata, cf. the account of the Dasa~ 
rdjiia given in Lecture I. For Bharata Dauh§yanti, cf. Ait. Bra., 
VIII. 23.1 (quoted above in footnote 27). 

58. Atharvaveda, XX. 127.7-10 (Pariksit) ; V. 18.10-11 ; 19.1 ; 
(Srnjaya-Vrtahavya) quoted respectively in footnote 43 Lecture 
V, and footnotes 20 and 27 Lecture IV. 

59. Ait. Bra., VII. 34.9 ; VIII. 21-12 ; cf. also. Sat. Bra., II. 
4.4.4 ; XII. 8.2.3 ; XII. 5.4.6. 

. . If flf 3: 'Tfffrctr if qg fo rc 

HTSTflf tflUFT 11 

11 

II fU.XI.'R II 

fur #%%... ii 5T.fr. ^.v.v.v.n 

f im 3TTi%i%rT ffsarretart q*rr 

5 fft 

11 5i.fr. 11 
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ratha Aiksvaka (45) known to the Jaiminiya Upa- 
nisad f° of Citraratha (19) known to the Pancavimsa 
Brahmana f 1 and of Miandhata (21) known to the 
later Gopatha Brahmana.™ The kings, therefore, 
were not known or were not important enough to be 
noticed at the date of the Aitareya when Janamejaya 
furnished a background of recent glory. Sudas and 
Purukutsa therefore could not have been separated from 
Janamejaya Plariksita by many generations. 

As a result of these inquiries the events between the 
founding of Mahismati and the death of Janamejaya 
which may be treated as historical are : 

(1) The Outer Band Aryans — the Saryatas, the 

Bhrgus and the Haihaya — Talajarighas, — were 
in occupation of Gujarata from the dawn of 
traditional history. 63 

(2) The Haihaya-Talajanghas very much later 


60. Jam. Up. Bra., IV. 6.1. 

SFteit *T3TT qqWT JRWI 3TTCI I 

61. Pane. Bra., XX. 12.5. 

^r 5 iq^F 3 rr?r^ 3551^ 53 fgrftq - : I 

62. Gopatha Bra., I. 2.9. 


3TTH, f HT3W $m, cT JfRTfaF?, cT ^T- 



^ m- i 

63. Cf. Supra , Lectures I and III. 
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defeated the Nagas and founded Mahiismatl on 
the Narmada. 04 

(3) That a great war between Aryan tribes took 

place lasting for generations. 05 

(4) The important episode of the war was the Dasa- 

rajna : Sudias and Vasistha with Trtsus, Vita- 
havyas and Srnjayas (i.e. Haihaya-Tala- 
janghas) were on one side ; Purukutsa, Visva- 
mitra and Jamadagni led the Bharatas and 
their allies on the other. In one of its later 
campaigns the Vitahavya king Arjuna was 
killed by Rama, son of Jamadagni. 66 

(5) As a result of these protracted wars, about the 
reign of Tryaruna, a descendant of Purukutsa, 
a definite break occurred in the genealogies 
and the literary and religious traditions of the 
Rgvedic Aryans, and the Mantra period came 
to an end. 87 

(6) Thereafter, the war was continued between 

Srnjaya and Vitahavyas on one side and the 
Bharatas and Bhrgus on the other. 68 


64. Cf. Supra, Lecture II, note 50, and Lecture III. 

65. The war covered at least the lifetimes of Divodasa, Sudas 
and Saudasa, Vasi§{ha and Sakti, Purukutsa, Trasadasyu and 
Kurusravana, Jamadagni, Visvamitra and Sunaftsepa, etc. 

66. Supra, Lecture I for Dasardjna and Lectures II and IV 
for Arjuna and Rama. 

67. For Tryaruna, cf. Lecture IV, notes 35 and 39. There is 
no reference to any successors of Tryarmja and his contemporaries 
which indicates break in the genealogies and traditiona 

68. Cf. Atharvaveda, V. 18.8-10 ; 19.1 ; supra, Lecture IV with 
notes 27 to 30. 
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•(«) Rama the son of Jamadagni, Kurusra- 
vana the descendant of Purukutsa and 
a Bharata prince, son of Dusyanta, led 
the latter at different places and 
times. 69 

(b) Rama’s conquests spread upto the Nar- 
mada. Mahismatl was destroyed and 
Surparaka was founded. 70 

(c) Later in the east the Vitahavyas and 

Srnjayas were destroyed by the Bhrgu 
Aurva Agni and Sagara. 71 

(d) In one of the stages of the war Rama’s 
pupil Drona leading the Kurus defeated 
the Srnjayas, who formed the Pancala 
whom Somaka and Drupada led. 72 

(7) Rama’s war had the following effects : 

(a) Kingdoms dominated by the Inner Band 

Aryans spread over north India right 
upto the Narmada. 

(b) The Trtsus, Bharatas, Srnjayas fused to 

become the Kuru-Pancala people, who 


69. See supra , Lectures III and IV ; for Bharata’s wars, cf. 
Sat. Bra., XIII. 5.4.11-14 (quoted partially in footnote 5 above); 
also, Rapson, Cam. Hist. Ind., I, pp. 47, 120, 308. 

70. Supra , Lecture III. 

71. Supra, Lecture IV with note 31 for Aurva, and Lecture III 
with note 50 for Sagara. 

72. Cf. Dronaparvan of the Mahdbharata which represents the 
Kaurava-Plao^ava war under the command of Dropa for the Kurus 
who defeated the Somakas and Srnjayas ; specially, Adhyayas 21, 
106, 110, 122, 124, 125 etc. 
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came out successful from the long 
struggle. 73 

(c) A new literary and religious tradition 
started under the Kuru-Pancala kings 
who attained great power. 74 

(8) The minor Kuru-Pancala conflicts later were 

incorporated into the Bharata war by the 
poet. 75 

(9) There was no disastrous Bharata war between 

Kurus and Pancalas or Kauravas and Panda- 
vas between the date of Dasarajna and the 
close of Janamejaya Pariksita’s reign. 

(10) When the war was concluded Janamejaya 

Pariksita was the king of Kuru-Pancala ruling 
at Asandlvant. 

(11) The fusion between the Aryans and the Dasyus 


73. Oldenberg, Buddha, pp. 403-410 ; Vedic Index, I, pp. 167- 
169. 

74. Cf. Ait. Bra., VII. 27.34; VIII. 11,21-23; Sat. Bra., I. 
7.2.8 ; III. 2.3.15 ; etc, which portray the flourishing condition of 
the Kuru-Pancalas. Keith, Rgveda Bra. Tr„ Intr., p. 45 ; also, 
footnotes 8, 13, 40 supra. 

75. Cf. also footnotes 47, 49, 50 and 55 above. The Bharata 
war, as has been already stated, seems to be a curious combina- 
tion of the different aspects of the Dasarajna and other wars fol- 
lowing it, including the wars of Parasurama. The background has 
been placed around fictitious ancestors of Janamejaya regardless 
of topography, chronology, etc. The Mahdbhdrata, again, is the 
product of different periods, many additions being comparatively 
recent ; hence the task of tracing the sources of the various stories 
should follow a critical edition showing all the chronological strata. 
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•was complete and the Vedic society yielded 
place to the castes. 76 

(12) That after the end of the wars, the Vedas were 

redacted and there is nothing to militate 
against the tradition that Vyasa Parasarya, 
connected by his patronym with Parasara the 
grandson of the Vasistha of the Vedic Battle 
was mainly responsible for this redaction. 

(13) That the period between the Ddsardjna and 
Janamejaya did not exceed about four or five 
generations or the full span of one long life 
like that of Rama Jamadagnya or Vyasa 
Parasarya. 

In the circumstances the genealogy of Pargiter may 
be stated more accurately as follows : 


76. Cf. Vedic Index, II, pp. 247-253 ; Sat. Bra., V. 5.4.9 ; Rap- 
son, Cam. Hist. Ind., I, pp. 86, 124-126. 
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The historical events examined can thus be summa- 
rised : 

Sometime between 1500 b.c. and 1000 b.c. the 
Aryans occupied a considerable part of India north of 
Narmada. They were divided into tribes, of whom the 
most powerful in the north were Yadus and Purus. 
Possibly these and other allied tribes were called 
Bharatas. 77 

Among the Trtsus arose king Divodasa who destroy- 
ed the power of the Dasyu king, sambara. The Dasas 
like the Dasyus were a powerful race with fortresses and 
a civilisation, not quite dissimilar to those of the 
Aryans. 78 

From the Punjab upto the north Gujarata lived thq 
Haihaya-Talajahgha confederacy of Aryan tribes. 

There is no evidence to show that these Aryans were 
foreigners or that they immigrated into India within 
historical memory. 70 No doubt these races were differ- 


77. Cf. Vedk Index, I, pp. 167-169 ; II, pp. 94-96 ; Oldenberg, 
Buddha, pp. 408-410 ; Rapson, Cam. Hist, hid., I, pp. 120-123. 

78. Cf. Rgveda, I. 110.3 ; II. 20.8 ; III. 12.6 ; VI. 20.10 ; etc ; 
also, Das, Rgvedic Culture, pp. 152-160 ; Rangacharya, Pre- 
Musalman India, II, pp. 171-172. 
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79. Cf. Dr. Keith (Cam. Hist. Ind., I, pp. 119-120, 123; 
Vedk Index , I, p. 169) who rightly observes that the Immigra- 

( Continued an next page) 
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ent from other races living in several parts of the coun- 
try ; whether the former came into the country as con- 
querors or were brought into contact with the latter by 
geological upheavals is difficult to decide. 

About the same time that Divodasa was extending his 
sway over the Dasyus in the north, Arjuna Kartavirya, 
the Haihaya chief, was founding an empire, the nor- 
thern post of which extended upto the land of Seven 
Rivers (the Punjab) . In the course of his conquests, 
he destroyed the Naga settlement on the Narmada and 
founded his capital Mahismatl about the site of modern 
Broach . 80 

In the north Divodasa’s sceptre passed to Sudas, an 
ambitious conqueror who was advised and inspired in 
turn by two priest warriors : Vasistha and Visvamitra. 
Sudas, aided by Vasistha declared war against the con- 
federacy of ten kings some of whom were Dasyu kings. 
The Vltahavya-Srnjayas who formed part of the Hai- 
haya-Talajarigha confederacy sided with Sudas. Puru- 
kutsa aided by Visvamitra led the allied hosts. Jama- 
dagni, the head of the Bhrgus, the warrior priest of 

(Continued from previous page) 

tion theory is not borne out by the Sam hit as and the Brahmams ; 
also Rangachaky a, Pre-Musalman India, II, pp. 112-114. The 
officially accepted theory, however, is that propounded by Dr. 
Hoernle and Sir G. Gkierson stating that there were two waves of 
Aryans into India coming by different routes and at different times 
and that the Kurus were fresh immigrants who forced themselves 
like a wedge between the Aryans already settled. Imp . Gaz. f I, 
pp. 306, 357-350 ; Languages of India , p. 52. Cf ; also Vaidya, 
Hist . Sans. Lit. y I, Part 1, pp. 91-98 ; Pargiter, pp. 295-297, 302, 
and his map. 

80. Supra , Lecture III, 
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Anus and Druhyus 81 and even of the Haihayas — who 
was ViSvamitra’s comrade in arms and song 82 helped 
him. 

The war was long and bitter. Purukutsa was im- 
prisoned, perhaps killed, in its early stages. Their chief, 
Visvamitra, disappeared — perhaps in battle. Puru- 
kutsa’s queen gave birth to a son, Trasadasyu. Puru- 
kutsa had a grandson, Kurusravana, who was also a 
doughty warrior for whom Kavasa Ailusa, the sage, 
had sung a song. Round them were gathered the old 
allies in grim determination to fight the old foe. The 
Anus and Druhyus were perhaps led by the great Bhrgu 
Jamadagni. Visvamitra was dead and the Bharatas 
were inspired by his adopted son, originally of the 
Bhrgu clan : Sunahsepa Devarata . 83 During this time 
the allied tribes had been fast losing their separate tribal 
form and becoming the Bharata people. 

During a subsequent campaign Vasistha died ; and 
his son Sakti was captured and blinded . 84 Sudas was 
also dead or killed and his line had been extinct. The 
Srnjaya-VTtahavyas were however a powerful people. 
Their king Arjuna ran to the rescue of their ally and 


81. Cf. Rgveda, VII. 18.6. According to Vedic Index (I, 
p. 22 ; II, p. 109) this is doubtful. 

gdssr faf^rr i 

■>M pm *Fstr 11 <> 

82. Supra , Lecture IV, note 21, also notes 19 and 20. 

83. Cf. suprct, Lecture IV, notes 13, 21, 22, 23 for the whole 
paragraph. 

Hfect % 5TIH: H II T V || 

84. Cf. Vedic Index, II, pp. 348-349. 
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destroyed the foes hip and thigh. The Haihayas of the 
south overran the sacred land. The Bhrgus were 
butchered, their women raped, their leader jamadagni 
killed, their wealth looted . 85 

Anus and Druhyus were slaughtered. Kavasa Ailusa 
was drowned . S6 The Asramas were sacked. The Rsis 
fled for their very life ; and their literary traditions were 
cut short. 

The ferocity of Arjuna Kartavirya and his sons turn- 
ed even their friends in the north against him. The 
Bharatas, now a composite race made up of allied tribes, 
were led by Visvamitra’s descendant, Dusyanta’s son 
himself named Bharata, and Kurusravana, the great 
grandson of Purukutsa. But above all these warriors 
towered the resplendent son of Jamadagni, thirsting for 
vengeance, anxious to destroy the savage hordes which 
had devastated his land and smothered its culture. 

Rama, leading the allied tribes, now almost one 
people, pursued the Haihayas. He killed Arjuna and 
laid Mahismatl to waste. He went east and pushed 
back the enemies to the sea. And behind his trium- 
phant arms marched the Rsis carrying the memories of 
their lost land and the hymns which their fathers had 
sung. 

The war was ceaseless and protracted. Royal lines 
were cut short ; tribes mixed freely, Aryan and non- 
Aryan ; new beliefs and rituals sprang up. The des- 


85. Supra, Lecture II, Section V, and Lecture III, Section V. 

86. Cf. Iigveda, VII. 18.12. 
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cendants *and disciples of the Rsis kept alive old reli- 
gious traditions and became a class ; and except for the 
lowest of the low, the people, the Vaisyas, became fused 
in one, those trained to arms, the Rajanyas, being their 
protectors. 

The royalty of the Bharatas was continued in Kuru’s 
line ; the Bharatas became the Kuru-Pancalas. The 
Bhrgus evidently set up kings in Salva, Ayodhya, 
Kanyakubja, Kasi and Pahcala . 87 


87. I? aka, a Bhfgu, got the kingdom of Salva ( Mbh XII. 
234.33' ; XIII. 137.23) ; Sagara of Ayodhya was installed by Aurva 
Bhargava ( Vayu, II. 26, 126-143; Padma, VI. 21.19-3,5; Hari, 
I. 13.32-34 ; 14.7-21 ) ; Sunahsepa, the adopted son of Visvamitra, 
king of Kanyakubja, was a Bhargava (cf. note 83, supra); Bhrgus 
al9o dominated in Kasi {Hart, I. 29.82-83 ; 32.28, 39-40) and Pan- 
cala ( Matsya , 50.14 ; Hari, I. 32.76). 
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The aged Rama ultimately made Surparaka his home. 
When his power declined the Aryans had come to be 
established in large kingdoms. Then came a great king 
Janamejaya, the son of Pariksit, a Cakravartin who per- 
formed an Asvamedha. After him the Kuru-Pancala 
people met with a disaster and lost their glory . 88 

In the meantime tales about the great wars associated 
with RJama had collected round several places and 
names and some great poet wove round Janamejaya’s 
ancestors, real or imaginary, a great epic story in which 
names, pedigrees and exploits were displaced to suit the 
romantic theme. And the poem has held the imagina- 
tion of India for centuries, lengthening out the distance 
between Sudas and Janameiaya to a fictitious length. 

' This is rather a bold inference and I would not be 
sorry if further examination reveals that I am mistaken. 

Before I close, however, I have one appeal to make. 
The lines of our history so far have been laid down by 
foreign scholars who even in their most dispassionate 
mood have not outgrown an underlying bias against 
Indian achievements. The British having conquered 
India, they would have us believe that the Aryans came 
from outside. Modern Indians, according to them being 
politically backward, could not have built empires. 
Thus the immigration of Aryans is more often assumed 

88. Cf. Vcdic Index , I, pp. 166-168 ; Rapson, Cam. Hist. Ind., 
I, pp. 119-121 ; also, Sank. Sr. Su., XV, 16.11 ; Chdndogya Up ., 
T. 10.1 ; IV. 17.9 ; and footnote 45 above. 
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than critically examined. The history of the Jampadas 
is often ignored. The series of imperial conquerors 
from Manapadma Nanda to Sri Harsa covering a period 
about eleven centuries are dealt with as mere references 
to their dealings with foreign raiders than with their 
constructive period. The few hundred square miles 
which Muslim raiders occupied between the 8th and 
the 12th centuries is glorified as conquest of India. The 
Moghul rule at Delhi more often than not is described 
as foreign rule when it was supported by both Hindus 
and Muslims, and considerable parts of India which 
withstood Muslim conquests are ignored. And the Bri- 
tish period is lengthened out so that a Viceroy assumes 
a larger proportion to Samudra Gupta. 

But a time has come when our history must be exa- 
mined and written by us from our own point of view, 
from the point of view of our development and culture, 
our literature and art, our achievements. Our national 
history awaits to be written, and a Nation which seeks 
self-realization must undertake the work. 
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